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INTRODUCTION

This curriculum selection process is designed to ensure a broad and general education and
to provide opportunities for students to develop skills for learning, life and work. The
curriculum has flexibility and choice to meet the diverse needs of all our learners. There is
a wide range of subjects available in S3, some of which will be new. Details of all subjects
offered are provided within this curriculum option booklet. It is important that students have
a good understanding about all the subjects offered before making their choices. Students
can get further information from their subject and Guidance teachers.

S1-82

Through S1 to S2, our students experience a broad, general education and follow courses
in all 7 curricular areas: Maths, Languages® (English and Modern languages) Social
Subjects, Science and Technologies, Expressive Arts, Health and Well-being and Religious
and Moral Education.

As our students enter S3, greater personalisation and choice is introduced into the
curriculum, while breadth of learning is retained. Throughout S3/4 students will study 7
subjects of which Maths and English are compulsory. The 5 choices they will be asked to
make will allow them to study each of the subjects chosen in depth and thoroughly prepare
them for their National Qualifications.

Students are encouraged to choose subjects in which they show personal interest or
strengths, or which are necessary for a particular career-path. As stated students make
considered choices and choose Five subjects in addition to Maths and English. Physical
Education, Personal and Social Education and Religious and Moral Education are our core
subjects and will be delivered to all.

Curriculum Selection Timeline

In February students will make a course choice of seven subjects. It is important that this
choice is made after discussion with parents and carers, and reflects the realistic choices
of learners. The school plans its staffing around the demand for subjects and therefore we
need to make this process as accurate as possible at an early stage. Over a period of time
pupils will be prepared for this choice process through PSE and through individual
interviews with their Guidance Teacher.

Monday 2 February 2026 Choice Process pack including choice sheet live
online

Thursday 5 February 2026 S2 Choices Parents Information Evening
Google Form open on S2 Google classroom

Thursday 12 February 2026 S2 Parents Information Evening

Friday 20 February 2026 S2 Completed Course choices Google Form
Deadline




Introduction for Parents / Carers

Under Curriculum for Excellence, for the last two years, (S1- S2), your child has followed a
broad general education course of study. As they move towards the end of S2 they will now
make option choices for S3/4. The purpose of which is to further specialise in subjects the
young person wishes to continue to study.

They are now at the stage where they are being asked to make the very important decisions
about which subjects they might take forward. This involves them choosing subjects from
the new National Qualifications framework, including the National 3, 4 and 5 courses.

Throughout S3/4 students will study 7 subjects of which Maths and English are compulsory.
The 5 choices they will be asked to make will allow them to study each of the subjects
chosen in depth and thoroughly prepare them for their National Qualifications, which they
will sit at the end of S4.

This booklet is designed to give you all the information you will require to allow you to support
your son or daughter in making their choices.

Each subject has outlined the content of the course, how it is assessed and possible
progression within the subject beyond S4.

Aberdeen City Music School

Students in S3 will be expected to undertake a National 5 course in Music. They will be
directed to choose ACMS Music from the dedicated ACMS column and to select 3 options
from the remaining columns.

Pupils at Aberdeen City Music School should make choices in Three subject areas in
addition to English, Maths and N5 Music.

| hope you find this booklet informative. If you have any questions, please contact your
child’s Guidance Teacher.



National Qualifications

As you will be aware your son/daughter, by the end of S4, will be studying for the new
National Qualifications which are now known as National 3, 4, and 5. At the end of S4
students will be entered for the qualification, which best suits their ability.

New National Qualification

National 3

National 4

National 5

Higher

Advanced Higher

The National Qualifications offer increased flexibility, provide more time for learning, more
focus on skills and applying learning, and more scope for personalisation.

There is a greater emphasis on skills development to ensure young people develop the
necessary skills for learning, life and work. There continues to be an important focus on the
development of knowledge and understanding of key concepts and content to ensure
progression through levels.

The qualifications are designed to meet the needs of all learners in progressing from their
prior levels of achievement in their broad general education, through the qualifications
framework to other learning and employment. Approaches to assessment will be more
closely linked to learning.

How are the qualifications structured and assessed?

National 4 courses are assessed by teachers through coursework assessment. This will
draw upon skills and knowledge developed across the course to provide challenging and
motivating tasks for young people. There will be no external assessment or grading at
this level, but coursework will be assessed by teachers using SQA assessments and quality
assurance processes to ensure maintenance of national standards.

National 5 courses are assessed by teachers through coursework assessment and by an
external SQA assessment (an examination, where appropriate). The external SQA
assessment will require the learner to apply and/or integrate skills, knowledge and
understanding in less familiar contexts and demonstrate deeper understanding and higher
level skills. The external assessment at National 5 provides a useful experience for young
people in preparing them for examinations at level 6 (Higher).



How are the qualifications graded?

All courses will continue to contain work that is assessed and marked throughout the year
by teachers. Courses at National 3 and 4 will not be graded. They will be assessed as pass
or fail.

Courses at National 5 will be graded A to D or No Award.



Information for Students
Making your choices

You are about to make your choices for the subjects you want to study through S3 &
$4. It is very important that you think very hard about the subjects that you like, are
good at, or that you find interesting. It is also important at this stage for you might want
to research and consider which progression route you think you will take into
employment as this may have a bearing on the combination of subjects, which you
choose to study.

What subjects can | take?

Everyone will study English and Maths as well as PSE, RMPS and PE. In addition, you
will choose five further subjects.

The subject choice form has been divided into five columns.

You are required to choose one subject from each column as well as a reserve subject
in each column.

When looking at your subjects, ask yourself some searching questions about what you
are good at and not so good at, about what you like and dislike, about your ability to
push yourself if the work becomes difficult.

It is important that you make choices in which you are interested. For example, if you
are good at Music or Art you may wish to select subjects which allow you to develop
these skills as you move through S3 and into S4.

Choosing a course because your friends are doing it is not a good reason for a course
choice! Neither is selecting a course because you like a teacher. This teacher may not
be teaching that course next year. You will make lots of new friends in S3 in addition
to keeping your old friends. This is an exciting part of starting S3.

Aberdeen City Music School

Students in S3 will be expected to undertake a National 5 course in Music. They will be
directed to choose ACMS Music from the dedicated ACMS column and to select 3
options from the remaining columns.

For those pupils in ACMS an individual curriculum will be negotiated with your guidance
teacher to allow for the additional music tuition to be factored into your timetable.

Music must be a chosen subject.



Who can help?

Speak to as many people as you can — subject teachers, guidance teacher, your
parents /carer and the careers advisor.

You will already have started on your Careers Education Programme when
various relevant topics are covered in the PSE class by your Guidance Teacher.

You will see the Careers Advisor at other times in the next few years. This may
be in a group session, but pupils in the fourth, fifth and sixth year can also request
individual interviews.

You can also find out more about jobs and courses in the Careers library in school
and through the websites listed above.

Choose your options with care, do your research and make good use of all the
available information.

And finally, it is important to keep your options open and follow a broad and balanced
course. Our curriculum structure is designed to support you to do this.

Additional Support for Leaners

For most of our pupils with learning differences S3 marks a time when they will have
to consider the supports they will need as they move through their school journey.
To help with this we offer two levels of targeted support within our Subject Choices
Columns:

Our S3/4 John Muir and Personal Development Awards: a distinct SQA course
that can lead to N3-5 level certification whilst still offering a high level of ongoing
curricular support this would the closest to the support offer most young people
experienced during S1-2 (see page 58).

For our learners who require a higher level of targeted support we offer Tutorial
Support - accessing this level of support would require discussions with PTG and
SFL staff. (see page 59)

We recognise that the support needs of our pupils are not fixed and can change and
develop over time and as a result bespoke individual support arrangements can be
possible at any time during your child’s time with us.



Core Curriculum and period allocation

S3/4 Curriculum Structure
The curriculum can be summarised as follows:

Periods per week

English 4
Mathematics 4
Column 3 choice 3
Column 4 choice 3
Column 5 choice 3
Column 6 choice 3
Column 7 choice 3
Core PE 2
RMPS 1
PSE 1
Total 27

The school working week is 27 periods.

The school library has information about all the Scottish universities and colleges, but
you can also research online.

It is also important that if you are considering a specific career choice or are considering
going to university that you research the qualifications that are required for that specific
course or career choice.

http://myworldofwork.skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk/ (This is used in PSE by your

Guidance Teacher) http://www.ucas.com/students/coursesearch/
http://www.educationscotland.gov.uk/parentzone http:/www.ucas.net/schoolzone
http://educationscotland.net/schoolzone



http://myworldofwork.skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk/
http://myworldofwork.skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk/
http://www.ucas.com/students/coursesearch/
http://www.ucas.com/students/coursesearch/
http://www.ucas.com/students/coursesearch/
http://www.educationscotland.gov.uk/parentzone
http://www.educationscotland.gov.uk/parentzone
http://www.ucas.net/schoolzone
http://www.ucas.net/schoolzone
http://educationscotland.net/schoolzone
http://educationscotland.net/schoolzone

In the following pages you will find some general information on the range of S3/4
courses available, along with a brief description of the content of the courses and the
progression routes.

| hope that you find this booklet informative. If you have further questions, please don’t
hesitate to get in touch.



SUBJECT
INFORMATION
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ART & DESIGN — NATIONAL 4 & 5
Rationale

This Art and Design course provides opportunities for learners to develop the practical
skills and subject based knowledge required for undertaking a national level
qualification over two years. Learners will be inspired and creatively challenged, as
they explore how to visually represent and communicate personal thoughts, ideas and
feelings through their work. Learners are encouraged to challenge themselves and
work independently within a level that meets their needs and abilities.

Course details:
The Expressive Folio

This folio enables learners to develop and present their visual ideas in an expressive
form, along with the opportunity to gain a critical understanding of artists’ working
practices, influences and stylistic approach. Learners will select stimuli relating to a
personal theme and produce investigative studies using a variety of media. They will
explore one line of creative development using of a range of materials, techniques
and/or technology in 2D and/or 3D formats. A final outcome will be produced that
demonstrates practical skills and the ability to work expressively through a creative
process.

The Design Folio

During this folio, learners will plan, research and develop creative design work in
response to a design brief. They will develop problem solving and critical thinking skills,
as opportunities are given to consider and resolve design issues and constraints.
Learners will develop a critical understanding of designers’ working practices, including
the stylistic influences and themes that inspire their work.

Learners will explore and develop one line of their design concept using of a range of
materials, techniques and/or technology in 2D and/or 3D formats. A final solution will
be produced that demonstrates the ability to creatively work through a design process.
Assessment National 4

All unit work will be assessed internally on a Pass / Fail basis.

Assessment National 5

Expressive and Design folios will be externally marked by the SQA. There
are 100 marks available per folio.
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A question paper that focuses on learners knowledge and understanding of

artists’ and designers’ work and practice completes the external
assessment.

This is worth 50 Marks

Progression:

The N5 Course is designed to provide progression to the Higher qualification.

12



NATIONAL PROGRESSION AWARD IN PHOTOGRAPHY (NPA)

Levels 4 & 5

The course begins with an introduction to photography and will focus on:

The Essentials: Basic camera controls / composition and lighting
Downloading / Storage and Computer Manipulation

The aim is to provide learners with the basic knowledge and skills required to undertake
the course units. Learners should aim to further develop this knowledge and skills as
the course progresses.

Units 1 & 2: Understanding Photography and Working with Photographs
Units 3 & 4: Photographing People and Photographing Places

Understanding Photography & Working with Photographs

These units offer learners an opportunity to gain knowledge of photographic
styles and genres, as well as learning about the working approaches of chosen
photographers. Learners will become familiar with how to use appropriate
photographic terminology to express opinions about their own and others
photographic work.

Learners will use the skills and knowledge gained in The Essentials, as a
starting point to undertake mini projects. This will establish a technical platform
from which to progress with more specific photographic tasks in unit 2.

Photographing People and Places

These units require a personal exploration of various interior and exterior
settings with a focus on approaches to composition and lighting.

Learners will look at various approaches to photographing the figure with the
use of photographic techniques to communicate expression and mood, as well
as consideration of the relationship between the figure(s) and setting. Photo
shoots will be carried out during class activities, with the majority completed in
their own time.

Learners will be required to plan photo shoots based on prior research and the
work of chosen photographers. The working process will involve image selection
and manipulation, as learners work towards unit presentations. Identification of
areas of success and improvement will be required, supported by image
description, analysis and evaluation of practice.

Progression: The Level 5 course provides a platform for the Higher qualification.

13



Assessment:

Learners will present final photographs demonstrating a range of photographic skills.
All units are internally assessed against unit requirements — assessed on a unit-by

unit basis or combined - assessed on a pass/fail basis within centres.
Evidence will be a combination of practical, written and oral.

14



BUSINESS EDUCATION

ACCOUNTING - NATIONAL 5 (There is no National 4 Accounting course)

Why Study Accounting?

Financial pressures are one of the most common reasons for business failures;
business needs employees who can analyse and interpret financial information,
identify the profitability and security of a business as well as being able to manage
budgets and control costs.

Accounting relates to many aspects of everyday life and therefore gives you
experiences which are topical, and which develop skills for learning, life and work.
The course will encourage you to think logically, and to apply accounting principles in
your everyday life, thereby supporting your own personal financial security while
preparing you for the world of work, or further study of accounting and other
business-related disciplines. It deepens understanding of accountancy and highlights
a range of accountancy-based career opportunities that are available within all
business sectors. Alarge number of college and university courses with commercial
aspects to them may assume prior knowledge of accounting.

Accounting would particularly suit students who enjoy, or wish to take advantage of,
numeracy-based learning opportunities as well as those who like to apply their logical
and analytical thinking.

Course Structure

The course comprises 2 units and throughout the whole course students will:

* Use ICT to produce and communicate accounting information

» Develop their knowledge and understanding of fundamental accounting concepts
and theories

Financial Accounting

Pupils will develop skills, knowledge and understanding to prepare, interpret and

analyse financial accounting information by using the relevant accounting concepts

and techniques. This information is used by stakeholders to assess their organisation’s

current financial position.

Management Accounting

Pupils will develop skills, knowledge and understanding of internal accounting

information, and are able to prepare this using a range of basic accounting techniques.

This information is used by management when making decisions about the future
planning and control of their business.

15



Course Assessment

The National 5 Administration and IT course assessment consists of 2 components:

conditions

Component Marks Duration
Component 1: Question 130 | 2 hours
Paper
Component 2: Assignment 50 | 2 hours duration in class under exam

Course Suitability and Progression

N5 Accounting is designed for learners who enjoy numeracy-based learning
opportunities, who pay attention to detail and who like to apply logical and analytical

thinking.

Pupils attaining National 5 will be able to continue at Higher and they may also wish
to expand their knowledge by studying Accounting at Higher, or Administration and IT

at National 5 or Higher.
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BUSINESS EDUCATION
Administration & IT — National 5

Administration and IT National 5 allows pupils to develop an understanding of the
administration functional area in the workplace from the perspective of a junior
Administrative Assistant. This course develops real life skills that are essential in
helping every workplace run smoothly, efficiently and effectively. Pupils learn through
an engaging mix of theoretical and practical tasks which allows them to not only build
on their course knowledge and understanding but also improve their problem solving,
communication and team working skills.

The course will develop and enhance learners existing IT skills. Pupils will be taught
using the Microsoft suite of products, by the end of the course pupils will be able to
select the IT applications they need to create and edit business documents and have
developed the skills to be able to communicate information effectively through the
gathering and sharing of information and the organising and supporting of events.

Brief Description of Course Progression

O Pupils will develop existing IT skills learned in S1 and S2 and develop new IT skills
for word processing, spreadsheets, database, presentations and desk top
publishing.

O Pupils will learn the theory of the tasks and duties undertaken by a junior
administrative assistant, such as customer service and arranging travel.

O Pupils will work towards being able to complete within a given time their 2 formal
assessments which are marked externally by SQA.

Course Structure
Administrative Practices

* Learners will develop an understanding of key legislation affecting both
organisations and employees

« The benefits to organisations of good customer care

» The skills, qualities and attributes required of administrators.

« Carrying out a range of administrative tasks required for organising and
supporting events

IT Solutions for Administrators

+ Developing learners’ skills in IT, problem solving and organising and managing
information to complete business tasks
» Using IT applications to create and edit business documents
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+ Emerging technologies may be incorporated so as to ensure that its content
remains current and relevant Undertaking organisational tasks that would be
required to support small scale projects and events

Communication in Administration

* Using IT for gathering and sharing information with others in administration

related contexts

« Developing an understanding of what constitutes a reliable source of

information

» |dentifying and using the most appropriate methods for gathering information
« Communicating information in the most effective, efficient and appropriate

manner

Course Assessment

The National 5 Administration and IT course assessment consists of 2 components:

Component Marks Duration
Component 1: Question Paper 50 2 hours
Component 2: Assignment 70 3 hours

Pupil progress will be assessed through continuous assessment and homework tasks.
Course Suitability and Progression
Administration National 5 is suitable for learners who have an interest in careers such

as Administration, Planning, Events Management and Logistics. Also for Pupils who
enjoy paying attention to detail, have reasonable numeracy and maths skills, like

solving problems and working with ICT.

The National 5 course is designed to provide progression to the Higher Administration

and IT course.
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BUSINESS EDUCATION
Business Management — National 5

Business Management introduces learners to the dynamic world of business. Pupils
will discover what it takes for organisations to be successful in their local, national and
global environments. They will study the impact internal and external factors can have
on an organisation. And be introduced to some of the methods of organising, planning
and managing organisations which allow them to run efficiently and effectively.

Pupils will come to appreciate the role business plays in society as it creates wealth,
jobs and through taxation provides services. This course also enables learners to
understand the effective contribution to society consumers, employees, employers and
the self-employed make.

Learners will be introduced to the many and varied legal structures organisations have
in the UK; from sole traders through to social enterprises and the impact stakeholders
can have on an organisation. The course focuses on the 4 main functional areas a
business would manage; HR (People), Finance, Marketing and Operations.

Brief Description of Course Progression

O Pupils begin their journey by gaining an understanding of what is meant by business
and the types of organisation found in the UK. Through use of case studies and
studying real life business situations pupils will explore issues relating to the
external environment in which organisations operate.

O The course will then study each of the 4 main functional areas; again through the
use of real life business situations.

O Finally, time will be given to preparing pupils to sit the 2 end of year assessments
ie the coursework and end of year exam components. Both of which are marked
externally by SQA.

Course Structure

Understanding Business:

Pupils will be able to:

« Understand how entrepreneurship supports business development, creating wealth
and employment

* Explain how organisations contribute to generating wealth and satisfying
customers’ needs

+ Describe key business terms and concepts, and knowledge of their application in
familiar business situations

19



Management of People and Finance
Pupils will be able to:

» Grasp theories, concepts and processes relating to the Human Resources function.

« Understand the importance of keeping staff safe, secure and motivated.

« Have knowledge of the importance of liquidity to organisations.

» Interpret financial information in order to solve financial problems facing
organisations.

« Undertake and analyse basic financial calculations.

Management of Marketing and Operations

Pupils will be able to:

» Understand the importance of Marketing as a communication tool with customers.

« How Marketing can maximise customer satisfaction and enhance competitiveness.

+ Understand and describe the different types of production processes available to
manufacturers.

+ Explain different methods of quality assurance and the importance to
manufacturers of ensuring consistent quality of goods.

Course Assessment

The National 5 Business Management course assessment consists of 2 components:

Component Marks Duration

Component 1: Question Paper 90 2 hours

Component 2: Assignment 30 8 hours (for research and write
up)

The Assignment is in the form of a business report based written on a topic of each
pupil’s choosing.

Pupil progress will be assessed through continuous assessment and homework tasks.
Course Suitability and Progression

National 5 Business Management is suitable for anyone with an interest in business
and/or entrepreneurship. As practical elements are built into the course, it is suitable
for learners who like the idea of creating and running an enterprise activity and enjoy
making use of their research and problem solving skills. Pupils need to have
reasonable literacy and numeracy skills to be able to undertake the assessment
sections of the course. Business is an important component for most college and
degree courses and this N5 course provides a good foundation for later learning.
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Pupils attaining National 5 will be able to continue at Higher and they may also wish to
expand their knowledge by studying Accounting at Higher, or Administration and IT at
National 5 or Higher.

Computing Science — National 5

This course will be aimed at pupils beginning the National 5 course in S3 and attaining
the qualification in S4. It is a progression from the foundational knowledge they have
studied in S2.

Why study Computing Science?

Computing Science is vital to everyday life — socially, technologically and economically.
Computing is embedded in the world around us, from systems and devices in our
homes and places of work, to how we access education, entertainment, transportation
and communication. Understanding computational processes and thinking is also vital
to many other fields including science, economics, business and industry.

While many students will want to become computing professionals, all will benefit from
the development of these foundational skills and the underpinning knowledge
necessary to meet the needs of society today and for the future.

The course aims to enable you to:

Develop a range of computing and computational thinking skills, including: skills in
analysis and problem solving, design and modelling as well as developing,
implementing and testing digital solutions across a wide range of contemporary
contexts.

Develop knowledge and understanding of key computing concepts and processes and
the ability to apply this to a variety of problems; and an awareness of the impact of
computing technologies on the environment or society.

Course Content

The Course has three Units and the Course Assessment Assignment.

Software Design and Development:

Developing knowledge, understanding and practical problem solving skills in software

design and development, through a range of practical and investigative tasks using
appropriate software development environments.
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Developing programming and computational thinking skills by implementing practical
solutions and explaining how these programs work.

Computer Systems:

Developing an understanding of how data and instructions are stored in binary form
and basic computer architecture.

Gaining an awareness of the environmental impact of the energy use of computing
systems and security precautions that can be taken to protect computer systems.

Web Design and Development:

Developing knowledge, understanding and practical problem solving skills in web
design and development, through a range of practical and investigative tasks.

Applying computational-thinking skills to analyse, design, implement, test and evaluate
practical solutions to web-based problems, using a range of development tools such
as HTML, CSS and Javascript.

Assessment

The pupils are assessed throughout the course in the form of tests and end of unit
assessments.

National Five Computing Science is assessed through an 80 mark one and a half hour
external exam and a 40 mark coursework assessment, completed in class time.

The exam will have two sections: Section 1 is worth 55 marks covering Software
Design and Development and Computer Systems.

Section 2 is worth 25 marks covering Web Design and Development.

Questions will be a combination of short-response questions and larger context based
questions with multiple parts.

The assignment will have 40 marks and will require you to apply the skills you have
learnt in Software Development and Web Design to solve a real-world problem.

Component Marks Duration
Question Paper 80 1 hour and 30 minutes
Assignment 40 6 hours
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Progression

Pupils will be able to continue with Computing Science to Higher in S5 or S6. Pupils

may also wish to expand their knowledge by studying Business Management or
Administration and IT at National 5 or Higher in S5 or S6.
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DRAMA
Curriculum Area: Expressive Arts

Welcome to the Drama Department and a chance to really expand your performance
and life skills through a number of different activities, productions and presentations.
We place a huge focus on transferable skills and lifelong learning

Course Outline

National 4 and 5 Drama provides opportunity for pupils to further develop their practical
skills in creating and presenting drama as well as continuing to explore the areas of
theatre production in order to enhance drama when presenting. A strong emphasis on
public performance is given and students are asked to maintain a folio of evidence.
The transferable skills that Drama offers makes this an exciting course option for
everyone — enabling them to apply the skills learnt to their future careers

Course Content

Drama Skills — In this unit pupils will develop their skills, knowledge and understanding
to create and present drama from a range of stimuli including working with texts.

Production Skills — The aim of this unit is for pupils to further develop their knowledge
of a range of production skills. They will then use these skills to enhance drama when
presenting. Pupils will get the opportunity to explore different Production Skills such as
Set Design, Props Design, Lighting Design, Sound Design, Costume Design, Hair and
Make-up Design as well as Acting and Directing. When this is complete pupils will be
allowed to choose a Production Skill to specialise in.

Performance - Pupils will draw on, extend and apply the skills they have learned
during the course to a performance of a scripted extract. The pupils can be assessed
on their chosen Production Skill speciality.

Homework

Homework will be issued to support the learners journey throughout the course.
Learners will have deadlines to follow. Learners will be expected to apply research
skills to a subject area, develop design plans, learn lines, complete characterisation
tasks and study given plays — this will all contribute to the generation of evidence
required for the course. Other ‘homework’ may include extra rehearsal times at lunch
or after school and if there is an opportunity we will visit the theatre to watch live
performances.

Assessment at National 4
This is done internally and requires the pupil to provide evidence of successful

completion of the above units of work. Evidence is gathered over two years and will be
in the form of folio work and recorded performance.
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Assessment at National 5
This is done externally by the SQA with:

Performance Exam— Externally Assessed Performance (60%)
Question Paper — Externally Marked (40%)

Progression
National 4 progresses to National 5

National 5 progresses to Higher Drama or NPA Acting and Performance (SCQF Level
6)
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Faculty of English and Modern Lanquages.

English & Literacy
Description of course

This year builds upon the foundations laid in the first two years of the CfE English
course. You will continue to work on the 4 key principles of English: Reading, Writing,
Listening & Talking. However, the focus will be on consolidating and developing your
skills in preparation for the National Courses at N3, N4 or N5 in S4 depending on pupil
performance.

My learning
What will be different in S3?

The S3 course takes the parts of S1/S2 that you enjoyed and develops them in more
depth. You will have the opportunity to hone your language skills on a challenging
Novel; interesting Drama texts and begin the Scottish Set Text study which is a
compulsory part of the SQA National courses. You will also develop your RUAE skills
and work towards the Performance: Spoken Language Outcome.

How will | learn?

In the English department a key aspect of our teaching is Communication — talking to
each other. Your skills will develop best when you can engage in a variety of different
Learning opportunities such as Collaborative teams where you will work together to
complete tasks and support each other to be successful. You will also be encouraged
to work in pairs but most importantly you will develop your skills in working
independently on tasks and to think and plan responses. The National Courses are all
about developing your skills in working through texts, keeping accurate notes and
becoming adept at revising in class and at home for assessments and to demonstrate
knowledge.

How will | know | am progressing?

This is a very important question. You will be continually evaluating your own work with
clear Success Criteria. Every task will be linked to the skills and you will identify what
you have learned and what you might need more help with. Work will be shared on
Google Classroom so you can go over it in your own time to check you understand.
Your teacher will take in your work to review your notes and offer guidance if they are
not correct. Your teacher will also set short on-going tasks to measure your progress
and of course, you will take part in Assessments to measure your progress against the
National Standards. At the end of S3 you will sit a full Assessment of all skills.
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How can | take this course forward into the Senior Phase?

By the end of S3 you and your teacher will have an awareness of how you are
performing in the National Courses. You will continue to learn from a range of materials
and consolidate your skills from S3 to ensure you get the result you deserve at the end
of S4. All pupils will continue to develop their skills in English and Literacy to the end
of S4. In S5/S6 Senior Phase pupils can choose to study English at the next level
(National 5 or Higher) or move to another course such as NPA Film & Media or Level
6 English Language Skills.
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MODERN LANGUAGES
Curriculum Area: Languages

Learning a language is not just desirable for travel and international work, but it can
enhance your studies and opportunities, in all fields, be it music, science, geography,
maths, any academic subject and will help increase your knowledge in general, in
many areas of your future life.

All students are being given a choice of two languages, French or Spanish which they
have studied in S1 and/or S2.

Course Outline

As has already been started in S1 and S2, pupils will continue to build upon their
reading, writing, listening and speaking skills in whichever language they choose, in
order to further deepen their knowledge of the subject.

They will be using texts books to target National coursework preparation and to ensure
they are fully prepared to be successful.

The National 5 course will offer learners the opportunity to develop and extend a wide
range of skills which include:

. Reading writing, listening and speaking in the language, as appropriate to
purpose, audience and context.

. Understanding and using a language, as appropriate to purpose, audience
and context.
. They will be able to apply knowledge of language.

Topics covered include:

» Society: Family and friends, Health and Wellbeing, Media, Global
Citizenship

* Education
* Work
» Culture - important festivals and events, film and television

The teacher will make full use of online resources to support learning and coursework
will be shared using Google Classroom which allows pupils to engage regularly to
consolidate skills.
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Homework

* You will receive written homework to reinforce your reading and writing skills.

* Vocabulary will need to be learned on a regular basis.

» Revision will be required for assessments.

* Pupils will be encouraged to use the www.languagesonline.org.uk and
www.linguascope.co.uk and www.espanolextra.com websites to reinforce the
knowledge they have acquired in class.

Progression

You are now embarking on a two year course which will lead to National 5, after which
you can choose to stop or hopefully continue on to the Higher level course in S5.

Assessment Approaches

* As was done in S1and S2, pupils will continue to be assessed on the four skills
required in learning a language which are reading, writing, speaking and
listening.

« They are assessed informally, based on outcomes from classwork and
homework.

+ They are assessed formally at the end of language units in all four skills.

Marks are recorded and kept in order to demonstrate the progress that pupils are
making.
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MATHEMATICS

Brief Description of Course

In S3 and S4, pupils will follow a mathematics course which builds on and extends the
work done in S1 and S2, preparing them and leading into either the National 3, National
4 or National 5 courses certified at the end of S4.

Pupils will work on the content of;

National 3 Applications of Mathematics

or

« National 4 Mathematics
or

+ National 5 Mathematics
or

National 5 Applications of Mathematics

Some pupils may work across two levels simultaneously to help in assessing the
correct level of work for them and to ensure they attain at the highest possible level.
Some pupils may work through the levels sequentially.

Some pupils may get Course recognition at a particular level and complete some of

the Units at the next level up. This will ensure every pupil gets recognition for the
highest level of work of which they are capable.

National 3 Applications of Mathematics

The National 3 Applications of Mathematics course consists of three Units:

* Manage Money and Data (Nat 3)
» Shape, Space and Measure (Nat 3)
* Numeracy (Nat 3)

Each Unit is assessed through continuous assessment and internally marked Unit
assessments; there is no final exam at this level. Successful completion of the Units
provides the candidate with certification of the qualification of National 3 Applications
of Mathematics. Courses at National 3 level are not graded and are designated as
achieved/not achieved. Successful pupils may move on to National 4 level work as
soon as it is appropriate.

National 4 Mathematics

The National 4 Mathematics course consists of three Units which are assessed
internally;
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» Expressions and Formulae (Nat 4)
* Relationships (Nat 4)
* Numeracy (Nat 4)

Each core Unit is assessed through continuous assessment and internally marked Unit
assessments. Entry to the Added Value Unit is determined by successful completion
of the three core Units. The aim of the Added Value Unit is to allow the learner to
demonstrate their ability to apply the combined knowledge of the three core Units in
more challenging contexts; it is assessed by a two-part (non-calculator and calculator)
test set by the SQA. Successful completion of the three core Units and the Added
Value Unit, provides the candidate with certification of the qualification of National 4
Mathematics. Courses at National 4 level are not graded and are designated as
pass/fail only. Successful pupils can move on to National 5 content and this may be in
S5 or earlier.

National 5 Mathematics

The National 5 Mathematics course consists of a final course assessment in the form
of an external exam. This exam is set by the SQA and is graded A-D. There are two
parts, calculator and non-calculator.

Pupils will cover work from the areas of geometry, trigonometry and algebra and those
gaining a pass (at A or B grade) in S4 may progress to Higher mathematics in S5.

Pupil progress will be assessed through continuous assessment and homework tasks.
Pupils will also be given the opportunity to demonstrate their capabilities by completing
the core Unit tests. These can then be used as evidence for those pupils who are not
successful or who are unlikely to be successful in the final exam. If this is the case,
pupils can get recognition for these Units on their SQA certificate.

National 5 Applications of Mathematics

The National 5 Applications of Mathematics course consists of a final course
assessment in the form of an external exam. This exam is set by the SQA and is
graded A-D. There are two parts, calculator and non-calculator.

Pupils will use their skills gained from National 4 and new knowledge to solve real-life
problems involving topics such as area and volume, wages and tax, and foreign travel.
Those who are successful in S4 may progress to Higher Applications of Mathematics
in S5.

Pupil progress will be assessed through continuous assessment and homework tasks.
Pupils will also be given the opportunity to demonstrate their capabilities by completing
the core Unit tests. These can then be used as evidence for those pupils who are not
successful or who are unlikely to be successful in the final exam. If this is the case,
pupils can get recognition for these Units on their SQA certificate.
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Resources

The nature of the new curriculum and qualifications is such that pupils use a variety of
different resources. It is no longer the case that a pupil works only from a single
textbook. However, we do aim to ensure that most pupils have a textbook available,
physically or electronically, for homework and revision, as well as to work from in class.

All pupils are issued with jotters and will be given access to the relevant electronic
resources.
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Team Games Elective

Curriculum Area: Health & Well Being

Recommended Entry Levels:

After agreement with Principal Teacher of HWB considering:

e Homework records (deadlines met and standard of response).

e Your participation record and level of effort (both in theory and practical elements).

e Your organisation skills in terms of coming appropriately prepared for lessons with
the correct kit.

e Behavioural record within the PE Department has been positive from S1-2.

Course Description

The Elective PE course will cover a variety of different activities and will be delivered
through three main areas: The Body in Action, Skills & Techniques and Evaluating
Performance.

+ The Body in Action - Pupils will explore areas including: how to prepare the
body for physical activity, the skeletal & muscle system and aspects of Fitness.

» Skills & Techniques - Pupils will have the opportunity to further their
understanding of the theoretical knowledge behind the development of
individual skills and techniques and application to various activities. This will
include movement concepts such as transfer of weight and how forces, levers
and friction impact on performance.

« Evaluating Performance - Pupils will consider how performance is analysed
and evaluated in order to provide effective feedback. They will then use this
information to inform performance development.

The course will also aim to develop pupil’s skills for life, learning and work through a
combination of both practical and classroom based lessons and assist in the
preparation of the knowledge and understanding required in PE within the senior
phase.

Team Games Activities
This particular course will follow more traditional activities including, but not limited to:

Central Net Games, Fitness, Invasion Games and Water Based Activities (Water
Polo, Water Volleyball).
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Assessment

On completion of each activity block, a performance context will be facilitated to allow
pupils to experience an environment that replicates what they will experience should
they continue to pursue certificated PE. Homework tasks will be assessed in terms
of the PE Benchmarks to track pupil progress and understanding, with views to making
recommendations for the senior phase.

Homework

Homework will be issued on a monthly basis. These will mainly be written tasks but
there will be occasions where other tasks will be issued. There are strict deadlines for
homework; these are essential to consolidate their theoretical knowledge from class.

Progression

Pupils can progress onto National 4/5 PE, Higher PE, Advanced Higher PE and various
Further Education courses.
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION - Creative Elective

Curriculum Area: Health & Well Being

Recommended Entry Levels:

After agreement with Principal Teacher of HWB considering:

e Homework records (deadlines met and standard of response).

e Your participation record and level of effort (both in theory and practical elements).

e Your organisation skills in terms of coming appropriately prepared for lessons with
the correct kit.

e Behavioural record within the PE Department has been positive from S1-2.

Course Outline

The Elective PE course will cover a variety of different activities and will be delivered

through three main areas: The Body in Action, Skills & Techniques and Evaluating

Performance.

+ The Body in Action - Pupils will explore areas including: how to prepare the
body for physical activity, the skeletal & muscle system and aspects of Fitness.

» Skills & Techniques - Pupils will have the opportunity to further their
understanding of the theoretical knowledge behind the development of
individual skills and techniques and application to various activities. This will
include movement concepts such as transfer of weight and how forces, levers
and friction impact on performance.

» Evaluating Performance - Pupils will consider how performance is analysed
and evaluated in order to provide effective feedback. They will then use this
information to inform performance development.

The course will also aim to develop pupil’s skills for life, learning and work through a
combination of both practical and classroom based lessons and assist in the
preparation of the knowledge and understanding required in PE within the senior
phase.

Creative Activities
This particular course will follow a more aesthetic nature of activities including, but

not limited to: Dance, Fitness, Gymnastics, Invasion Games, Racquet Sports and
Water Based Activities.
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Assessment

On completion of each activity block, a performance context will be facilitated to allow
pupils to experience an environment that replicates what they will experience should
they continue to pursue certificated PE. Homework tasks will be assessed in terms
of the PE Benchmarks to track pupil progress and understanding, with views to making
recommendations for the senior phase.

Homework

Homework will be issued on a monthly basis. These will mainly be written tasks but
there will be occasions where other tasks will be issued. There are strict deadlines for
homework; these are essential to consolidate their theoretical knowledge from class.

Progression

Pupils can progress onto National 4/5 PE, Higher PE, Advanced Higher PE and various
Further Education courses.
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Moving towards National 4 PE

PHYSICAL EDUCATION - National 5

Curriculum Area: Health and Wellbeing

Recommended Entry Levels

After agreement with Principal Teacher of HWB, considering:

Homework records (deadlines met and standard of response)

Your participation record and level of effort (both in theory and practical elements)
Your practical performance ability (you must be capable of passing two different
activities at N5 level)

Behavioural record within the PE Department has been positive from S1-4

Course Description

The National 5 PE course will teach mandatory knowledge and employable skills to
pupils through practical and classroom based sessions. Pupils will then be assessed
through Practical Exams and an externally marked written Portfolio. The course
content is comprised from two key areas:

Performance: Pupils will have to plan, prepare, perform and evaluate their own
personal performance. This could be in a variety of activities covered over the
course of the year. Pupils must show minimum competency within at least 2
activities.

Factors Impacting on Performance: Pupils will investigate factors that may impact
on performance. These include Physical, Social, Mental and Social factors. This
knowledge will be built upon and developed through both theoretical and practical
contexts.

Assessment

Performance: Pupils will be assessed on their practical ability within two separate
Practical Exam performances. These exams are like any other with pupils
performing to the best of their ability during single performance sittings, there are
no re-sits. Pupils will, where possible, get to choose activities that they would like
to sit these practical exams through. [50% of course award]

SQA Portfolio: The portfolio is a set of questions answered under exam conditions

over a number of months in lesson time. The portfolio allows pupils to
demonstrate their knowledge and understanding of investigating, analysing,
planning, implementing and re-evaluating the performance development process.
[50% of course award]
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Homework

Homework will be issued on a weekly basis. These will be written tasks but there will
be occasions when other tasks are issued. There are strict deadlines for homework
and these are essential to progress through National 5 Physical Education.

Progression

Pupils can progress onto Higher PE, Advanced Higher PE and various Further
Education courses.
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MUSIC — NATIONAL 4/5
Curriculum Area: Expressive Arts

Why study music? It's a good question! Believe it or not but some of the most talented
and successful musicians in history couldn’t even read a single note of music! Of
course, if you long to be a concert pianist, play in an orchestra, or even be a conductor
- it's a very different ball game. You'll need some training and qualifications. Studying
music can give you a great mix of social, technical and business skills, which can all
help in acquiring the seven skills that define employability. In the words of Albert
Einstein: “The greatest scientists are artists as well". Music is kind of like part art, part
science! All of which means it will help you build your problem solving, research,
planning, analytical and critical thinking skills, as well as develop your creativity.

It will also help you develop self-discipline, composure under pressure, time
management, communication, team and individual working ability - all gained from
practice and performing. You might also learn technical skills through using computers,
equipment and software to create and record music.

However, not everyone who studies music ends up as a musician or a performer; there
are lots of other career choices to explore.

Entry Requirements

This course is suitable for pupils that have been studying and performing on TWO
instruments in the BGE phase. Instrument choices ideally need to be confirmed by
October of S3. Pupils would be expected to achieve at least grade 2 standard on both
instruments by the end of S3. This would permit presentation at either National 4 or
National 5 level. Ability to engage in independent practice and set short-term targets is
essential.

It is recommended that candidates have, where possible, their chosen

instrument at home for practice and homework for best attainment. Private
lessons are not a requirement, but are advised.

The National 4/5 course consists of 3 units:

Performance: 50% of final mark

This unit is built up of practical work on 2 instruments (or 1 instrument and voice),
leading to a practical programme of 8 minutes, which will be assessed by a visiting
examiner. The practical requirements look at your ability to both perform on your
chosen instruments/voice and also your ability to plan a musical programme of
appropriate length. All performances must include an ‘audience’ (in addition to the
assessor) and candidates should provide a critical self-reflection (without prompt) of
their performance.
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Understanding Music: 35% of final mark

The Understanding Music component consists of recognition  of
instruments/styles/forms as well as musical concepts, literacy and short
essays/presentations detailing your understanding of the cultural and social links within
particular styles and or periods. Literacy and listening skills are covered for at least one
hour on a weekly basis.

Composition: 15% of final mark

Candidates are required to submit one final composition lasting between 1 minute and
2 minutes 30 seconds. The assessment will also include a written review and reflection
of the creative decisions made during the composition process. Small composition
tasks and written reviews will be completed throughout the year to build skills and
repertoire.

Assessment:

National 5 - all components are externally assessed.

National 4 - all components are internally assessed.
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PRACTICAL WOODWORKING NATIONAL 5 AND NATIONAL 4
CURRICULUM AREA: TECHNOLOGIES

Recommended Entry Levels:

After agreement with your teacher of Design and Technology considering:
Your measuring and marking out ability

Your ability with hand tools and machinery

Your ability to produce a high quality finish
Your ability to work in a safe manner and use equipment as instructed

Course Description

The course is largely workshop based, combining elements of theory and practical
woodworking techniques. Pupils are introduced to safe working practices and become
proactive in matters of health and safety. They will learn how to use a range of tools,
equipment and materials safely and correctly. Pupils will develop skills in reading
drawings and diagrams, measuring and marking out, cutting, shaping and finishing
materials. The areas of study are Flat Frame Construction, Carcase Construction and
Machining and Finishing.

Assessment

Pupils will complete a range of projects throughout the course. Constructive formative
feedback will be given throughout and each completed project will be assessed with
written feedback. An annual SQA practical assignment will be completed in S4 for
National 5 candidates, worth 70 marks. This assignment involves manufacturing a
product and completing a log book. Pupils at National 4 will complete an Added Value
Unit project presented to the pupils by SQA. There is currently no exam for National 4
and National 5 Practical Woodworking. However, there is still a theoretical component
that is required for the course.

Homework

Pupils will be expected to completed regular homework tasks using Google Classroom.
Homework tasks are based on the 3 Woodworking units and safe working practices in
a workshop environment.

Progression

Pupils can progress on to National 5 if successful at National 4. There is no Higher
course for pupils who are successful at National 5.
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SCIENCE
Curriculum Area: Science

The purpose of the courses are to continue to develop learners’ curiosity, interest and
enthusiasm in a range of contexts within their chosen Science(s). The skills of scientific
inquiry and investigation are integrated and developed throughout the course(s). The
relevance of science is highlighted by the study of the applications of science in
everyday contexts.

The learners will build upon their level 3 experiences and outcomes and progress
through level 4 in preparation of the National courses before leaners transition to either
National 4 or National 5 during S3.

SCIENCE

This course will be aimed at pupils attaining the National 4 qualification in S4 but will
allow some pupils to achieve National 3 depending on their individual ability.

Why study Science?

Science is vital to everyday life and allows us to understand and shape the world in
which we live and influence its future. Scientists play a key role in meeting society’s
needs in areas such as medicine, energy, industry, material development, the
environment and sustainability. As the importance and application of science continues
to grow and develop, it is important that everyone has an informed view of science.

What does the Course involve?

The Course aims to:

¢ develop learners’ curiosity, interest and enthusiasm for science in a range of
contexts.

¢ develop skills of scientific inquiry and investigation

¢ acquire and apply knowledge and understanding of science concepts ¢

develop understanding of relevant applications of science in society

The Course has three mandatory Units. The Units are:

Fragile Earth (National 3 and 4)

Learners will cover three topics from the following four: energy, food, metals and water.
They will focus on their source, origin, production and/or extraction; uses and benéefits;

conflicts and possible local or national solutions. Learners will gain knowledge of how
science is involved in environmental issues.
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Human Health (National 3 and 4)

Factors which contribute to a healthy lifestyle; procedures to measure physical fithess,
mental/social health issues and media reports of national/international health areas.

Applications of Science (National 3 and 4)

Science’s contribution to communication technologies and the impact that these have
had on society/environment; production and use of materials and how science helps
the understanding of risk and how it can be reduced in modern life.

How is your work assessed?

Three end of Unit assessments (school based pass/fail), marked by the teacher and
moderated by the SQA. In addition, learners will draw on, extend and apply the skills
they have learned during the Course as part of an Added Value Assessment and an
Experiment Report.

HOMEWORK 30 minutes per week
Progression

By successfully completing a course in Science at National 4 progression is to the
following courses of study:

* National 4/5 Biology

* National 4/5 Chemistry

e National 4/5 Physics

e National 5 Laboratory Skills

e Other qualifications in science or related areas
e Further study, employment or training.

Further information on this course can be found on the SQA web-site at
https://www.sqga.org.uk/sqa/45719.html
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BIOLOGY

This course will be aimed at pupils attaining the National 5 qualification in S4 but will
allow some pupils to achieve National 4 depending on their individual ability.

Why study Biology?

Biology affects everyone and aims to find solutions to many of the world‘s problems.
Biology — the study of living organisms — plays a crucial role in our everyday
existence, and is an increasingly important subject in the modern world. Advances in
technologies have made this varied subject more exciting and relevant than ever.

Through enjoyable learning in biology, learners develop their interest in and
understanding of humans, other animals and plants - studying the inner working of
their cells, how cells and systems work together and what affects the variety of life in
our world.

The Course will be of value to those wishing to develop skills, knowledge and
understanding of biology.

What does the Course involve?
The Course aims to:

» develop and apply knowledge and understanding of biology

» develop an understanding of the impact of biology on everyday life

« develop an understanding of biology’s role in scientific issues and relevant
applications of biology, including the impact these could make on society and
the environment

» develop scientific inquiry and investigative skills

+ develop scientific analytical thinking skills in a biology context

+ develop the skills to use technology, equipment and materials, safely, in
practical scientific activities

» develop planning skills

» develop problem-solving skills in a biology context

« use and understand scientific literacy, in everyday contexts, to communicate
ideas and issues and to make scientifically informed choices

+ develop the knowledge and skills for more advanced learning in biology

« develop skills of independent working

The introduction S3 Biology topic

The Power of Cells

The topic begins a more detailed look into the structure of cells and then investigates
how enzymes and micro-organisms found in the natural world can be used in industry.

Pupils will develop their skills from level 4 in preparation of National 4 and National 5.
The National Courses have three mandatory Units. The Units are:
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Life on Earth (National 4 and 5)

The key areas covered are: ecosystems; distribution of organisms; photosynthesis;
energy in ecosystems; food production; evolution of species.

Cell Biology (National 4 and 5)

The key areas covered are: cell structure; transport across cell membranes; DNA and
the production of proteins; proteins; genetic engineering; respiration.

Multicellular Organisms (National 4 and 5)

The key areas covered are: producing new cells; control and communication;
reproduction; variation and inheritance; transport systems — plants; transport systems
— animals; absorption of materials.

Added Value Unit: Biology Assignment (National 4 only)

In this Unit, learners will draw on and extend the skills they have learned from across
the other Units, and demonstrate the breadth of knowledge and skills acquired, in
unfamiliar contexts and/or integrated ways.

Homework

Minimum one hour per week. Homework is an integral part of the course and regular
written homework will be set based on the work done in class and making extensive
use of example exam paper questions. Self-study and some research are also
required.

How is your work assessed?

At National 4, the course including the Added Value Unit and Experiment Report is
assessed by internal end of unit assessments by the teacher and moderated by the
SQA.

At National 5, the course is assessed by an external examination, set and marked by
the SQA. In addition an assignment is completed in school time, marked by the SQA
and contributes towards the final grade.

Presentation at the appropriate level will be advised based on evidence from
classwork, homework, assignment, unit assessment and other appropriate
assessment.
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Progression

By successfully completing a course in Biology at National 4 progression is to the
following courses of study:

« National 5 Biology

» National 5 Laboratory Skills

* National 4 Chemistry, Science or Physics

By successfully completing a course in Biology at National 5 progression is to the
following courses of study:

» Higher Biology
« National 5 Chemistry or Physics or Laboratory Skills

Further information on this course can be found on the SQA website at
http://www.sqa.org.uk/sqal/45723.html
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CHEMISTRY

This course will be aimed at pupils attaining the National 5 qualification in S4 but will
allow some pupils to achieve National 4 depending on their individual ability.

Why study Chemistry?

The Course develops learners’ interest in, and enthusiasm for, Chemistry through a
variety of contexts relevant to Chemistry‘s impact on society, namely: utilising nature’s
resources, chemical analysis, and the development of new and novel applications.

Chemistry offers a broad, versatile and adaptable skill set which is valued in the
workplace developing knowledge and understanding of some basic chemistry
concepts, learners will become scientifically literate citizens, able to evaluate the
Science-based claims which they will come across in a rapidly developing society.

What does the Course involve?
The main aims of this Course are to:

» develop and apply knowledge and understanding of chemistry

» develop an understanding of the impact of chemistry on everyday life

» develop an understanding of chemistry’s role in scientific issues and relevant
applications of chemistry, including the impact these could make on society and
the environment

» develop scientific inquiry and investigative skills

+ develop scientific analytical thinking skills in a chemistry context

» develop the skills to use technology, equipment and materials, safely, in practical
scientific activities

» develop planning skills

» develop problem-solving skills in a chemistry

« use and understand scientific literacy, in everyday contexts, to communicate
ideas and issues and to make scientifically informed choices

+ develop the knowledge and skills for more advanced learning in chemistry

» develop skills of independent working

The introduction S3 Chemistry topic

Chemical Changes

The topic informs on the differences between physical and chemical changes. The
indicators of a chemical reactions and how to determine if a chemical reaction is
exothermic or endothermic while building an understanding on the factors that can

change the rate of reaction. Pupils will develop their skills from level 4 in preparation
of National 4 and National 5.
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The National Courses have three mandatory Units. The Units are:
Chemical Changes and Structure (National 4 and 5)

In this area, topics covered are: rates of reaction; atomic structure and bonding related
to properties of materials; formulae and reacting quantities; acids and bases.

Nature’s Chemistry (National 4 and 5)

In this area, topics covered are: homologous series; everyday consumer products;
energy from fuels.

Chemistry in Society (National 4 and 5)

In this area, topics covered are: metals; plastics; fertilisers; nuclear chemistry; chemical
analysis.

Added Value Unit: Chemistry Assignment (National 4 only)

Learners will draw on and extend the skills they have learned from across the other
Units, and demonstrate the breadth of knowledge and skills acquired, in unfamiliar
contexts and/or integrated ways.

Homework

Minimum one hour per week. Homework is an integral part of the course and regular
written homework will be set based on the work done in class and making extensive
use of example exam paper questions. Self-study and some research are also
required.

How is your work assessed?

At National 4, the course is assessed by internal end of unit assessments by the
teacher and moderated by the SQA.

At National 5, the course is assessed by an external examination, set and marked by
the SQA. An assignment is completed in school time, marked by the SQA and
contributes towards the final grade.

Presentation at the appropriate level will be advised based on evidence from

classwork, homework, assignment, unit assessment and other appropriate
assessment.
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Progression

By successfully completing a course in Chemistry at National 4 progression is to the
following courses of study:

* National 5 Chemistry
* National 5 Laboratory Skills
» National 4 Biology, Science or Physics

By successfully completing a course in Chemistry at National 5 progression is to the
following courses of study:

* Higher Chemistry
» National 5 Biology or Physics or Laboratory Skills

Further information on this course can be found on the SQA website at
http://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/45720.html
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PHYSICS

This course will be aimed at pupils attaining the National 5 qualification in S4 but will
allow some pupils to achieve National 4 depending on their individual ability.

Why study Physics?

Learners are given an insight into the underlying nature of our world and its place in
the universe.

From the sources of the power we use, to the exploration of space, it covers a range
of applications of the relationships that have been discovered through experiment and
calculation, including those used in modern technology. Advances in Physics mean
that our view of what is possible is continually being updated and learners will
recognise the impact physics makes on their lives, the environment and society.

What does the Course involve?
The main aims of this Course are for learners to:

» develop and apply knowledge and understanding of physics

» develop an understanding of the impact of physics on everyday life

» develop an understanding of the role of physics in scientific issues and relevant
applications of physics, including the impact these could make on society and
the environment

» develop scientific inquiry and investigative skills

+ develop scientific analytical thinking skills in a physics context

» develop the skills to use technology, equipment and materials, safely, in practical
scientific activities

» develop planning skills

» develop problem-solving skills in a physics context

« use and understand scientific literacy, in everyday contexts, to communicate
ideas and issues and to make scientifically informed choices

« develop the knowledge and skills for more advanced learning in physics

» develop skills of independent working

The introduction S3 Physics topic

Introduction to Physics

The topic explores the Physics behind applications such as Electromagnets, basic
circuitry, sound production in loudspeakers/headphones, DC motors and more through
investigating characteristics of waves, sound production, circuits, ohms law and

magnetism. Pupils will develop their skills from level 4 in preparation of National 4 and
National 5.
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The National 5 Course has six Units. The Units are:
Dynamics

In this area, the topics covered are: vectors and scalars; velocity—time graphs;
acceleration; Newton’s laws; energy; projectile motion.

Space
In this area, the topics covered are: space exploration; cosmology.
Electricity

In this area, the topics covered are: electrical charge carriers; potential difference
(voltage); Ohm’s law; practical electrical and electronic circuits; electrical power.

Properties of matter

In this area, the topics covered are: specific heat capacity; specific latent heat; gas
laws and the kinetic model.

Waves

In this area, the topics covered are: wave parameters and behaviours; electromagnetic
spectrum; refraction of light.

Radiation

In this area, the topic covered is nuclear radiation.

The National 4 Course has four Units. The Units are:

Electricity and Energy (National 4)

The unit covers the key areas of energy transfer, heat and the gas laws. Learners will
research issues, apply scientific skills and communicate information related to their
findings, which will develop skills of scientific literacy.

Waves and Radiation (National 4)

The unit covers the key areas of waves and nuclear radiation. Learners will research

issues, apply scientific skills and communicate information related to their findings,
which will develop skills of scientific literacy.
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Dynamics and Space (National 4)

The unit covers the key areas of kinematics, forces and space. Learners will research
issues, apply scientific skills and communicate information related to their findings,
which will develop skills of scientific literacy.

Added Value Unit: Physics assignment (National 4 only)

Learners will draw on and extend the skills they have learned from across the other
Units, and demonstrate the breadth of knowledge and skills acquired, in unfamiliar
contexts and/or integrated ways.

Homework

Minimum one hour per week. Homework is an integral part of the course and regular
written homework will be set based on the work done in class and making extensive
use of example exam paper questions. Self-study and some research are also
required.

How is your work assessed?

At National 4, the course is assessed by internal end of unit assessments by the
teacher and moderated by the SQA.

At National 5, the course is assessed by an external examination, set and marked by
the SQA. An assignment is completed in school time, marked by the SQA and
contributes towards the final grade.

Presentation at the appropriate level will be advised based on evidence from
classwork, homework, assignment, unit assessment and other appropriate
assessment.

Progression

By successfully completing a course in Physics at National 4 the progression is to the
following courses of study:

* National 5 Physics
« National 5 Laboratory Skills
» National 4 Biology or Chemistry

By successfully completing a course in Physics at National 5 the progression is to the
following courses of study:

* Higher Physics
* National 5 Biology or Chemistry or Laboratory Skills
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Further information on this course can be found on the SQA website at
http://www.sqa.org.uk/sqal/45729.html
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SOCIAL SUBJECTS
S3 HISTORY

By choosing to study History, you will develop a greater understanding of the world by
learning about other people and their values, in different times, places and
circumstances. History emphasises the development and application of skills by
focusing on evaluating sources and will develop many key skills employers look for in
different ways such as critical thinking skills; researching and analysing information.

The National course will be based on the development of skills and knowledge and
understanding in two areas of historical study:

. British
. European and World

British Context

The Titanic

Learners will explore the story of Titanic to open a window on to pre-First World War
society. They will investigate the wealth of some of the people on the ship and the
reasons why so many of the third-class passengers were on the ship in the first place.

European and World

Free at Last? Civil Rights in the USA 1918-68

Learners will study the development of race relations in the USA during the years 1918
1968, illustrating themes of ideas, identity and power.

Age of Revolutions

Learners will study the causes, events and outcomes of major world revolutions with
a particular focus on the French and Russian revolutions.

Learning & Teaching Approaches

Learners will experience a range of teaching methods including class, group and
individual activities. They will have access to a range of resources including, ICT,
Visual media, textbooks and all other course material through Google classrooms.
Progression

At the end of S3 learners will be ideally placed to progress into National 4/5 History.

The skills they have developed will also be transferable to National 4/5 Geography or
Modern Studies.
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S4 HISTORY
Scottish

The Era of the Great War 1900-1928

A study of the experiences of Scots in the Great War and its impact on life in Scotland.
This topic considers the impact of technology on the soldiers on the Western Front. It
also considers the way in which the war changed life for people at home as the war
began to impact on every aspect of life both during and after the war.

British

The Trade In Enslaved African People 1770-1807

Learners will study the nature of the British Atlantic slave trade in the late eighteenth
century, changing attitudes towards it in Britain and the pressures that led to its
abolition, illustrating the themes of rights, exploitation and culture.

European

Hitler and Nazi Germany 1919-1939

This is a study of attempts to establish democracy in Weimar Germany, the reasons
for its collapse and the nature of the Nazi State.

End Of Unit Assessments

There will be a timed assessment for each of the three units. These will be internally
marked and will assess the learners’ ability to use a range of historical skills using
primary and secondary sources.

The National 5 History course is assessed through the following components:

Course examination 80% of the total mark
Controlled assessment assignment 20% of the total mark

The Controlled assessment assignment will give pupils the opportunity to:

Research an appropriate historical issue of their choice

Process the information gathered

Show knowledge and understanding of the topic or the issue studied
Present a reasoned and well-balanced conclusion, supported by
evidence
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Progression

Candidates who are successful at National 5 will be able to progress to Higher History
or National 5 in another Social Subject. Candidates who are successful at National 4
could progress to History at National 5 or another Social Subject.
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S3 GEOGRAPHY

By choosing to study Geography you will develop your geographical knowledge and
increase your understanding of the environment and the impact of global issues. The
study of geography introduces candidates to our changing world, its human
interactions and physical processes. Geography equips students with many
transferable skills that employers look for including: using and interpreting information,
critical thinking and research skills.

The course will cover the following topics:

World Cities

The global human population is increasing and our cities are growing and changing
rapidly. In this unit we study how our cities are changing and the challenges to make
them better places to live. We focus on major cities at home and abroad as case

studies. Learners will also explore the population issues facing different countries and
investigate the future implications for these societies.

Weather and Climate

Learners will look at extreme weather events and undertake outdoor learning in the
form of fieldwork; using weather equipment to measure and forecast the local weather.
Learners will also assess the impact and possible outcomes of climate change. They
will investigate the strategies different countries are adopting in response.

Environmental Interactions

In this unit learners will investigate links between people and the environment. We will
study the geographical distribution of a range of world diseases, focusing on the
causes, effects and strategies adopted to manage prevalent diseases in developed
and developing countries. Learners will also investigate the power of ice and water to
shape the planet we live on, and how this effects on the way we use these glaciated
and coastal landscapes.

Learning & Teaching Approaches

Learners will experience a range of teaching methods including class, group and
individual activities including outdoor learning. They will have access to a range of
resources including ICT, visual media, textbooks and all other course material through
Google classroom.

Progression

At the end of S3 learners will be ideally placed to progress into National 4/5 Geography.

The skills they have developed will also be transferable to National 4/5 History or
Modern Studies.
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S4 GEOGRAPHY
There are three areas of study. Each area focuses on particular skills.

Global Issues

Learners will develop knowledge and understanding of significant global geographical
issues of Climate Change and build on their understanding of Environmental Hazards
(such as earthquakes and volcanoes). They will develop skills in using numerical
information in the context of global issues.

Human Environments

Learners will study and compare developed and developing countries, world
population distribution and change. Finally, learners will study changing urban and rural
areas in Scotland, India, USA and Brazil. They will develop geographical skills and
techniques in the context of human environments.

Physical Environments

Learners will also study the causes and effects of weather experienced across the
British Isles. Learners will learn about the location of landscapes and the formation of
different landforms. They will develop geographical skills and techniques in the context
of physical environments.

End Of Topic Assessments

There will be a timed assessment for each of the three units. These will be internally
marked and will assess the learners understanding and ability to use a range of
geographical skills.

The National 5 Geography course is assessed through the following components:

Course examination 80% of the total mark
Controlled assessment assignment 20% of the total mark

The Controlled assessment assignment will give pupils the opportunity to:

e Research an appropriate geographical / environmental topic

e Collect information from a limited range of sources of information

e Process the information gathered, using geographical skills/techniques
e Show knowledge and understanding of the topic or the issue studied

e Reach a well-supported conclusion, supported by evidence
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Progression

Candidates who are successful at National 5 will be able to progress to Higher
Geography or National 5 in another Social Subject. Candidates who are successful at
National 4 could progress to Geography at National 5 or another Social Subject.

S3 MODERN STUDIES

By choosing to study Modern Studies, you will develop a greater understanding of
social, political and economic issues that exist all around the world. You will consider
why these issues exist, their consequences and specific responses. Modern Studies
emphasises the development and application of many key skills that employers look
for: written communication, critical thinking, evaluating sources and research skills.

The units we cover will help broaden student learning and embed National level
skills:

Unit 1: World Power: Brazil

Learners will study political, social and cultural issues in Brazil. This will include topics
on drug crime, gang violence, inequalities between social groups, child poverty and
Brazil’s international influence.

Unit 2: Social Inequalities in the UK

Learners will study different forms of social inequality that exist in Scotland and the UK,
including inequalities in gender and race. Learners will consider the causes,
consequences and responses to these important inequalities.

Unit 3: International Issues & ‘Breaking News’

Learners will have the chance to explore current political and social issues taking place
in our international society, giving learners a chance to cover major breaking news as
it happens in real time. Potential topics include the Israel-Gaza conflict, the invasion
of Ukraine, US Presidential Elections, UK / Scotland Elections, etc.

As part of this unit, there will be an opportunity for learners to conduct an independent
added-value research project focused on a Modern Studies-related topic of their
choice, which will help to embed the research and source skills required for S4 Modern
Studies.
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Learning & Teaching Approaches

Learners will experience a range of teaching methods, including class, group and
individual activities. They will have access to a range of resources including ICT, visual
media, information hand-outs and all other course materials through Google
Classroom. Additional digital learning tools will be used throughout the year to
enhance learning and offer further opportunities for student engagement.

Progression
At the end of S3, learners will be ideally placed to progress into National 4/5 Modern

Studies. The skills they have developed will also be transferable to National 4/5
Geography, History or RMPS.

S4 MODERN STUDIES

The focus of the course will be on the development of key skills and techniques, in
addition to furthering knowledge and understanding across our three different units:

. Crime and the Law
. Democracy in Scotland
. International Powers: The United States of America

Unit 1: Crime and Law

Learners will study different types of crime that exist, the causes of crime, the
consequences of crimes on individuals, communities and society, and responses to
crime by the government, police and the court system in Scotland.

Unit 2: Democracy in Scotland

Learners will study power and decision-making in Scotland, participation and
representation in Scottish politics, voting systems in Scotland and the influence of the
media and pressure groups.

Unit 3: International Powers: The United States of America

Learners will study the political structures and influences of the USA, the international
influence of the USA on other countries, social and economic issues within the USA
and the effectiveness of government measures in tackling social and economic issues.
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In addition to these three units, learners will consider a number of source-based
questions which examine their ability to identify and analyse key pieces of information.

Assessment & Examination

The National 5 Modern Studies course is assessed through the following
components:

- Course examination 80% of the total mark
- Controlled assessment assignment 20% of the total mark

The controlled assessment assignment will give pupils the opportunity to:

e Research an appropriate political or social topic through gathering primary and
secondary information.

e Process the information gathered.

e Show knowledge and understanding of the topic or the issue studied.

¢ Present a reasoned and well-balanced conclusion, supported by evidence.

Progression
Candidates successful at National 5 will be able to progress to Higher Modern Studies

or National 5 in another Social Subject. Candidates who are successful at National 4
could progress to Modern Studies at National 5 or another Social Subject.
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Travel and Tourism — Skills for Work

The National 5 Skills for Work: Travel and Tourism Course is an introductory
qualification in travel and tourism. It develops the skills, knowledge and attitudes,
needed for work in the travel and tourism industry.

Over the 2 years learners will develop:
« skills to become effective job-seekers and employees
« skills to deal effectively with all aspects of customer care and customer service
in travel and tourism
o the product knowledge and skills to deal effectively with customer enquiries in
relation to travel and tourism in Scotland, the rest of the United Kingdom and
worldwide

Pupils will cover units:
Employability:

The general aim of this unit is to enable learners to develop skills to become effective
job seekers and employees in the travel and tourism industry. Learners will be
introduced to the different functions of travel and tourism organisations and
employment opportunities across the industry. Learners will gain an understanding of
the skills and qualities identified by employers as being the most important in the
travel and tourism industry. Learners who complete this unit will be able to investigate
different careers from across the travel and tourism industry. They will also be able to
demonstrate employability skills and plan for employment in a particular travel and
tourism job

Customer Service:

The general aim of this unit is to allow learners to develop the skills and knowledge to
enable them to meet the needs of customers. Learners will be able to develop
communication skills and learn about promoting products and services and how to
deal with customer issues. Learners who complete this unit will be able to establish
and respond to customer needs and promote a range of products and/or services
from the travel and tourism industry. Learners will also be able to deal with a
customer issue in a travel and tourism environment.
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S3 RMPS - RELIGIOUS, MORAL AND PHILOSOPHICAL STUDIES

By choosing to study RMPS it will equip you with the skills and knowledge for many
different careers, including law, medicine, business, teaching, writing, news and
journalism and politics. The main purpose of the course is to challenge you to think in
a critical way about a number of different aspects of the world. We live in a dynamic
and ever-changing society of various perspectives and because of this tolerance and
acceptance are vital — RMPS is the subject to help nourish these values and skills.

Unit 1: Animal Rights

Pupils get to explore the philosophy of rights by looking at different viewpoints on
animal rights. They will look at different aspects such as whether animals should have
rights equivalent to the human ones. We will consider the ethics of vegetarianism,
veganism, etc., and we will ask whether zoos are or can be ethical.

Unit 2: Cults and New Religious Movements

We consider the key characteristics of cults and new religious movements (NRM). We
explore cults such as Jonestown and we take a look at Scientology as well as a number
of other NRMs. We consider how cults impact society and the effect they have on their
own members.

Unit 3: Digital Ethics

A course that offers pupils the opportunity to engage with key questions that will be
relevant to the use of technology in the coming years. We will evaluate the ethical
dimension of the development of artificial intelligence in things like driverless cars and
future jobs. We look at the role of influencers and we ask whether social media is a
positive or a negative part of society and which aspects are most morally troublesome.

Unit 4: Social Anthropology: Culture Around the World

This unit is an introduction to sociology, considering the social dynamics at play in
various cultures. Pupils will attempt to form their own opinion on what really is a culture,
and they will be encouraged to explain how they might express their own culture. This
unit also offers the opportunity to do an in depth study of the culture of a country chosen
by the class.
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S4 RMPS - RELIGIOUS, MORAL AND PHILOSOPHICAL STUDIES

World Religion: Buddhism

Most Buddhists would not consider Buddhism a religion but a way of life or a
philosophy. In what ways is Buddhist philosophy and ethics relevant in society today?
You will consider key Buddhist beliefs and practices as well as looking back to where
it all started — the life of the Buddha and ‘The Middle Way'.

Morality and Belief: Morality, Relationships and Gender Issues

It has been over 100 years since women received the right to vote in the UK, but it
appears gender equality still has a long way to go. You will explore the morality
surrounding gender inequality, exploring gender roles, family, marriage, and the
workplace. You will also be exploring the moral issues surrounding same-sex
relationships and the religious and non-religious views on all of these issues and more.

Religious and Philosophical Questions: Existence of God

Is there a God? Is there just science? Is it possible to believe in both? In this topic you
will explore various arguments to support these viewpoints and evaluate their strengths
and weaknesses.

Assessment & Examination

The National 5 RMPS course is assessed through the following components:

Course examination 80% of the total mark
Controlled assessment assignment 20% of the total mark

The Controlled assessment assignment will give pupils the opportunity to:

e Research an appropriate RMPS issue of their choice

e Process the information gathered

e Show knowledge and understanding of the topic or the issue studied

¢ Present a reasoned and well-balanced conclusion, supported by evidence

Progression
Candidates who are successful at National 5 will be able to progress to Higher RMPS

or National 5 in another Social Subject. Candidates who are successful at National 4
could progress to RMPS at National 5 or another Social Subject.
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S3-4 JOHN MUIR AND PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT AWARDS

This 2 year, S3 to S4, Award Programme is a progressive targeted support for pupils
with identified Additional Support Needs (ASN). Each pupil who accesses this support
will have a personalised learning action plan, agreed with all partners (pupil, parents
and multi-agency colleagues) which will meet their individual needs and support them
towards achieving their potential.

The main aim of the course will be to give students access to a range of opportunities
and projects that will add value, depth and a sense of inclusion to their school
experience. These projects will often lead to the pupils taking a role in contributing to
the school and the wider community. This can offer pupils the opportunity to develop
as responsible and confident individuals. These projects will/can include:

e John Muir Award — An environmental award scheme that encourages young
people to connect with, enjoy and care for wild places. This award has been
refreshed and relaunched for March 2025 and will offer our young people even
more interesting and diverse opportunities.

e Community horticulture project in partnership with Dyce in Bloom.

¢ Individualised supported work experience placements.

e A Shared Reading Project, in partnership with Dyce Primary and Summer
Reading Challenge.

e Saltire Awards, in recognition of individual project participation and community
volunteering including supporting our Fareshare Food Waste project.

e Researching, securing and supporting Work Experience Placements with an
employer and in a sector of choice.

The additional function of this support is to enable learners to access their S3 and S4
curriculum at a level appropriate to their individual ability and ultimately to support
towards success in all their chosen national qualifications. Features of this would
include:

e Close liaison with subject specialist staff to create a supportive individualised
curriculum.

e Support to effectively differentiate class learning, Working with pupils and
teachers to create accessible class approaches, materials, resources and
assessments, including ICT solutions.

e Liaise with staff and pupils to find best assessment solutions for formative and
summative assessment (AAAS).

As our learners move into S4, the additional function of our support aims to prepare
our pupils for their pathway from school into higher education, employment or other
sustained post school destinations. We work closely with our guidance team and all
partner agencies to provide a variety of individual experiences for pupils, ensuring they
have positive destinations at the end of S4.
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This will include:

e Our SQA Personal Development Award which aims to help learners become
more independent and to develop their potential as contributing members of our
society. Our pupils will develop self-reliance, self-esteem and confidence
through supported and independent learning. This Award is available at SCQF
levels 2 to 5.

e Supported research and enquiries into post—school options that lead to suitable,
realistic and informed choices based on their own skills, strengths and
preferences.

e Future needs planning - involving pupils, parents and Skills Development
Scotland.

e College and Career’s Fair visits.

e Supported attendance at part-time college placements (NESCOL’s Friday link
course).

e College Applications / Job Applications.

e Enhancing employability skills. Including CV preparation, interview skills and
personal presentation.

e Supported short term work experience placements tailored to meet student’s
individual needs, aptitudes and interests.
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S3-4 TUTORIAL SUPPORT

The S3-4 Tutorial support is a program specifically designed for our learners who will
require an enhanced level of targeted support. These would be pupils with more
complex identified learning difficulties or disabilities whose learning needs would not
be fully met by the Personal Development Course alone. This Tutorial support would
complement the work of the Personal Development Award course, offering, between
both choices, 6 hours per week of targeted support.

The S3-4 tutorial support would retain a strong focus on core literacy and numeracy
skills with the addition of programmes of work on and experiences in:

Life skills

Managing money

Independent Travel

Relationships and Sexual Health

Further Education and the World of Work

Delivered with a high staff to pupil ratio the core function of this course is to equip our
learners with the support, skills and confidence they will need to access their S3 and
S4 curriculum and be successful in national qualifications whilst preparing them for the
challenges of the world beyond school. During S4 pupils accessing Tutorial will also
be offered the opportunity to work alongside ‘Enable Works’ who are a school partner
charity who provide a variety of work programmes, experiences and training for our
learners as they transition to adult life.
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