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WELCOME 
 

 
 
As the term rapidly draws to a close, we cannot help but reflect on another exceptionally busy and 
successful year. There has been an incredible range of activities and experiences provided for our 
young people both in and out of school that require such an incredible amount of work and 
commitment from our staff. It is so important that we take time to recognise the staff who make 
such effort in ensuring everything goes smoothly. Very often their efforts go unnoticed and 
unacknowledged. I am so fortunate to have such a dedicated team who tirelessly strive to give our 
young people such wonderful opportunities. I would like to thank them for all they do to make this 
a great school to be a part of. 
 
Contrary to a rather negative and erroneous report in the paper, I am very pleased to report that 
we are indeed fully staffed. Admittedly, we do not as yet have a Design and Technology teacher; 
this is a similar situation for most schools throughout Scotland and unlikely to be remedied until 
the appropriate specialists are trained and recruited. However, we have been creative in ensuring 
that pupils do not miss out on any area of the curriculum. 
We will have 2 probationers joining the English department in August. I am delighted that Ian 
White, Biology, and Jo Goodlad, Physics, have successfully completed their probationary year and 
are now fully qualified teachers. They too will be officially starting their careers at Dyce Academy 
and we wish them every success. Jenna Bradford has also completed her probationary year and 
has secured a permanent appointment.  
 
Andy Hose has been appointed as Depute Head Teacher. Andy is currently Depute Head Teacher 
(Acting) at Northfield Academy. He will join us in August. 
 
After many years of travelling, Bill Young has secured a post nearer to home. I am indebted to Bill 
for all that he has done for the school. In addition to managing a very busy department, he has 
worked tirelessly to ensure that all S3 are given opportunities for work experience and has been 
the driver in ensuring that pupils complete their profiles at the end of their Broad General 
Education. Bill will be missed, not only for his highly professional approach but also for being an 
absolute gentleman. We wish Bill all the best for the future. We are interviewing for a replacement 
this week and hopefully will have an appointee starting around September. 
 
I will leave the last few words to say a fond farewell to my right hand woman, Ruth Teehan, who 
will be retiring at the end of August. Ruth, quite frankly, has been the most amazing person to 
work with. She has been a strong member of my SMT for 8 years, winning the hearts and minds of 
the staff, pupils and parents. Her tireless, professional dedication is second to none. We have 
shared so many experiences, good and bad, but also much laughter. She will be sorely missed. 
Enjoy your retirement Ruth. I am sure you will take full advantage of every opportunity that will 
come your way. 
 
Have a wonderful summer holiday. Here’s hoping the good weather stays for the duration. 
 
Lesley Adam 
 



29 YEARS OF FUN! – Ms Teehan 
 
I came to Dyce Academy one very 
bleak, cold March day in 1989 as a 
supply teacher in the English 
Department. The Head of Department 
at that time was Myles Hardie, since 
deceased.  
School in in those days was very 
different. The day started at 8.50 and 
finished at 4.15. It had 4 lessons each 
80 minutes long with a break between 
each lesson. That 80 minutes could 
seem elastic when you had a class of 
lively S2s on Friday last thing! There 
was no school uniform so it could be 
hard to distinguish between members 
of staff and pupils. I did get it wrong 
sometimes to my great 
embarrassment!  
 
It was a really big change for me 
coming to a new country from Ireland 
and a different education system with 
O Grades, CSE and Highers and new 
courses. Sometimes I didn’t 
understand what my pupils were 
saying to me. Quine, loon, fit like and 
dreich were all foreign words for me 
and I sounded  equally as foreign 
when I asked pupils to write in their 
copy books for their jotters and put 
their rubbish in the waste paper basket 
instead of the bin – they really seemed to enjoy making me say that!  
 
In the almost 30 years I have been teaching in Aberdeen (24 at Dyce Academy) I have seen so 
many changes - O Grade to Standard Grade to Nat 4 and 5. Courses come and go - EASI 
(Essential After School Information) and Media Studies to Skills for Life and Skills for Work. 
Technology has really changed the classroom. I started with a blackboard and now I use an 
interactive white board which brings the whole internet into the class room. We used to use paper 
memos, now I complain about my in box being full! 
 
What I have always enjoyed is the company of the pupils I have worked with and the pleasure 
sharing their achievements. I really enjoy a trip down memory lane when I meet ex- pupils now as 
parents and swapping stories of their school days. I have great memories of various school event 
over the year – Philpie shows; Mclean trips to Austria and Germany; June Smith productions; 
sponsored walks and wonderful trips to Cullen. 
 
I will always treasure the companionship and camaraderie of the staff at Dyce Academy, I have 
been very lucky to have worked with very talented and dedicated professionals who really commit 
to achieving the best for Dyce Academy pupils. Every school has its ups and downs, its 
resounding successes and its difficult challenges. Education is no different, but teaching is still a 
wonderful job. No two days are the same and I had the pleasure of working in a very welcoming, 
vibrant, warm community which is Dyce Academy. Lots of wonderful memories to take with me on 
my next adventure! 



 SCOTTISH SCHOOLS ATHELETICS CHAMPIONSHIPS 
 
 
SCOTTISH INDOORS 
 
On Wednesday 7th and Thursday 8th February two 
Dyce Academy pupils travelled south to the 
Emirates Arena in Glasgow to participate in The 
Rotary International Scottish Schools’ Indoor Track 
and Field Championships. 
 
Joda Kokovwrho (S6) participated in both the Girls’ 
over 16 200m and 60m.  Joda returned home with 
two medals after winning the 200m in a time of 25.6 
seconds over a second faster than any of her 
opponents.  Joda then also went on to win a bronze 
in the Girls’ over 16 60m with a time of 8.02 
seconds. 
 
Meanwhile William Hodi (S2) participated in the 
under 16 boy’s high jump taking joint 14th with a best 
of 1.55m alongside a pupil from Clydeview Academy. 
 
 
 
SCOTTISH OUTDOORS 
 
On Saturday 9th and Sunday 10th of June again Joda 
Kokovwrho and William Hodi travelled south this time to 
Grangemouth to participate in the Scottish School’s 
Outdoor Track and Field Championships. 
 
Joda Kokovwrho (S6) participated in both the A Girls 
category 100m and 200m.   
In the 100m Joda won her heat in 12.79 seconds before 
coming third in the final in 12.81 seconds.   
In the 200m Joda maintained her 200m gold from earlier in 
the season by storming home in 25.48 seconds! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
At the same competition William Hodi (S4) participated in the 300m 
and High Jump.  William recorded his best result of the day in the 
high jump.  William came home a very credible 4th against some very 
tough competition.   
 
We would like to congratulate both pupils on a very successful 
season and wish them well throughout the rest of their summer 
competitions! 
 

 



‘CARRIE’ GETS HER REVENGE AT DYCE!  
 

In February the National 5 Drama class performed the iconic ‘Carrie’ by Stephen King. Working on 
the production as part of their Production Skills unit, the students had to not only act but also 
design and manage the production too, not an easy task.  
 
Carrie follows a young woman with telekinetic powers. An outcast at school, where she is bullied 
viciously for her differences, Carrie is also lost at home, with a fervently religious mother whose 
love traps her in its maw. When PE teacher Miss Gardner, kind classmate Sue Snell, and 
boyfriend Tommy Ross reach out to try and help Carrie, it seems that for once, Carrie might have 
a shot at being accepted. But Chris Hargensen, the class’s most vicious bully, has other ideas. 
Pushed to the brink, Carrie’s powers threaten to overwhelm her, and devour everyone around her 
in flame.  Audience members thought it was ‘scary’, ‘good’ and ‘really bloody’. Over the course of 
the production we used over 10 litres of fake blood and ruined 4 prom dresses!  

 



EXPRESSIVE ARTS EVENING AND AWARDS  
 
On Tuesday 12th June the community of Dyce Academy came together to celebrate the artistic 
skills of our wonderful students. Parents, carers and special guests were given an amazing 
evening of Art, Photography, Dance, Drama and Music, showcasing the amazing talent we have 
here at Dyce Academy. Celebrating the Year of Young People we held our first Awards evening 
and what an awards evening it was. We were honoured to be joined by our special guest Gayle 
Telfer Steven, who currently plays Caitlin McLean in BBC Continual Drama ‘River City’. Gayle 
presented each student with their award and spoke passionately, as an Olivier Award Winning 
Actor, about the need for Arts in Education and the resilience needed to succeed.  
 
 
The winners of the awards were as follows:  
 
Senior Phase Art and Design: Zoe Hodi  
Senior Photography: Duncan Ritchie  
Junior Phase Art and Design: Denisa Barbu 
Junior Phase Photography: Andrea Emslie 
Junior Phase Creative Industries: Design and Manufacturing: Daniel Stebbings 
Senior Phase Drama: Megan Barclay 
Junior Phase Drama: Carys Taylor 
Senior Phase Music:  Natasha Livingston 
Junior Phase Music: Daniel Stebbings 
The Anne Frank Award for service to the school: Aiden Forrest  
 
 
 
Also on the evening the nominees for each category received a framed certificate and students 
involved in Dyce in Bloom, The Rotary Club photography competition and the Thorpe Molloy Art 
competition all received certificates too.  
 
The Expressive Arts, part of the Creative Industries, is one of the nation’s six key growth sectors 
and contributes £3.7 billion to the economy annually, with employment up 15 per cent since 2011. 
With the top two employability skills needed by employers (across numerous fields) being 
Creativity and Communication we are proud that our subjects are given the chances to develop 
these skills and the opportunities we offer are delivering skills for life and helping to create the 
future workforce for Scotland.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 



HOLLYOAKS STAR COMES TO DYCE! 
 

Channel 4 ‘Hollyoaks’ star and BATFA nominee, Annie Wallace, came to Dyce Academy to speak 
to our students about her career, Drama School and how to keep working hard to achieve your 
goals!  
 
Annie, originally from Aberdeen, met our young people and said ‘I’ve had an amazing time at Dyce 
Academy today, your students are brilliant! I loved the atmosphere and the ethos behind the 
school!’  
 
Annie, who plays head teacher Sally St Clair on the channel 4 soap was nominated for best 
Actress in 2016 by BAFTA (British Academy of Film and Television Awards)  
 
Aiden Forrest, S6, said ‘To hear from someone who is accomplished in their career and being 
from Aberdeen was really inspiring. When she was talking about how they film Hollyoaks I couldn’t 
believe the process. I can’t believe she was here in our school!’  
 
Mr Naples-Campbell said ‘To have someone like Annie speak to our young people was just an 
honour. She is an advocate for Equality and LGBT rights but she’s also a BAFTA nominee. Our 
students were an asset to the school and the community! It was a great workshop and Q&A 
session’  
 
 
 
 

 



BERLIN TRIP BY REBECCA WEST 
 
Having the opportunity to go on the Berlin trip was one of a lifetime, and the stories we learned 
were brutal but deeply interesting.  It was eye opening to see WW2 through the eyes of Germany, 
which is not a very commonly told story.  The people we learned about committed these vile acts 
by choice, and we discovered the disgusting truth that the Holocaust was not just caused by one 
man, but a council of equally deranged men that knew exactly what they were doing.  The most 
informative on that topic was the Wannsee Conference, which showed us the ins and outs of the 
final solution, which was to eradicate the Jews.  Yet another overwhelming experience was the 
Sachsenhausen concentration camp, which was possibly the most interesting part of the trip.  The 
conditions these people were subjected to were disgusting and unimaginable.  Learning these 
things was heartbreaking and will definitely have a lasting impact on us all.  Going to pay our 
respects at the Holocaust memorial was harrowing but a perfect conclusion to learning about 
Berlin’s haunted history, it gave us a chance to think about the way we can stop something like 
this from ever happening again. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



NORTHERN ALLIANCE LEARNING FESTIVAL BY CHLOE SIMMERS  
 

Some time ago, myself and a small group of other people went to the Exhibition Centre to each 
give talks about Holocaust Education to a variety of people who came to listen. 
 
Of course, we were all nervous. Standing up in front of a small room full of strangers with only one 
chance to present isn’t exactly the most calming thing. But we each did our best, despite our 
nerves. 
 
Our topics ranged from the activities week trips to Amsterdam and Berlin, to the in-school drama 
topic where we were preparing to present our TED talks, which is what I was covering, along with 
Carys. We all felt flattered to have been chosen to do this, as we also feel passionate about 
learning and teaching others about the Holocaust. 
 
 
We ended up getting huge rounds of applause each time, and I’m sure everyone left knowing 
something new. Even Mrs Adams looked like she’d learned something! 

 
 



JUNIOR CHOIR SUCCEEDS AT THE ABERDEEN MUSIC FESTIVAL  

BY LACEY DUNK 

 
On the 5th of June the Dyce junior choir took part in the music festival. A competition based in 
Aberdeen where people with all different talents in music compete against each other. Like last 
year the choir had no other competitors in there category so they automatically won but they still 
went there and tried their best. The choir had to sing two songs which were “Beauty and the 
Beast” and “Man in the Mirror”. The choir gave a fantastic performance and came back with a 
trophy and an outstanding sticker on their certificate but were given some constructive criticism to 
loosen up a bit and not stand so stiff when singing.  But overall the choir did an amazing job and 
will probably be back next year. 
 
Miss Marshall said ‘I’m very proud of the choir and they performed wonderfully on the day, they 
should be very proud of themselves!’  

 



GOLF 

 
On Monday the 11th of June Dyce Academy sent Niall Macpherson (2K), Ethan Main (2B) and 
Fraser Dow (2K), to compete in the Paul Lawrie Strokeplay Competition at Peterculter Golf Club.  
 
Niall won his section with a net score of 69.  Meanwhile Ethan won the golf handicap section with 
a net score of 65.  Fraser came a very credible joint second in his section with a net score of 85.   
 
Well done to all involved! 
 
  
  
  

 

 

 



eTWINNING  
 
In April. Miss Callan was selected by the British Council to represent Scotland at an eTwinning 
workshop in Martinique; a French department in in the eastern Caribbean Sea. Miss Callan 
travelled with 4 other UK representatives and took part in a workshop about cultural diversity.  
Miss Callan also managed to find the time to swim with green sea turtles - It’s a hard life!  
 
For our first eTwinning project, Dyce Academy has partnered with a school in Guadeloupe, 
another French department in the Caribbean. Incoming S1s will take part in a project that will 
explore and compare Creole and Celtic myths.  
 



ABERDEEN YOUTH SPORT GAMES 

 
In April a number of S1 and S2 pupils attended the 
Aberdeen Youth Sport Games at the Aberdeen Sports 
Village.  The school had entered teams for a wide range 
of sports including Football, Basketball, Table Tennis, 
Dodgeball and Swimming.   
 
 
We competed against other schools from Aberdeen.  
The teams from Dyce Academy all performed well and had great fun.  
The swimming team also picked up third place.  It was a fun day for 
all involved and we would be sure to go back again next year.  
 
Kieran Downie 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

ACTIVE GIRLS 
 

Over the past term Dyce Academy’s Active Girls Committee representatives, Rebekah Singer and 
Iona Copeland, have been running an hour long session after school to encourage more girls to 
get active and to give them an opportunity to try new activities. The girls that participated in these 
sessions got the chance to work with a coach from Dyce Girls FC and the freedom to choose 
whatever activities they wanted to try. Some of these activities included badminton, basketball and 
using the gym facilities.  
 
The city wide committee has also been working 
together on large scale events for girls across the 
city. These events include a football festival in 
partnership with The Dennis LAw Legacy Trust and 
a wall climbing taster session that a couple of girls 
from Dyce Academy attended at Transition 
Extreme. Over the course of the next year there 
will be more opportunities like these opened up to 
pupils at Dyce Academy and it would be great to 
see more of you getting involved. Thank you to 
both staff and pupils for their support this year. 

 



ACTIVITIES DAYS – TRIP TO PARIS 
 
The trip to Paris was a great experience and was great 
fun! 
 
We went to many different sights.  The Sacre Coeur 
which is a nice historic basilica and there were cobbled 
streets around it which lead to shops and a little square 
full of painters.  The Notre Dame Cathedral was very 
interesting and after we went to the Champs-elysees, 
the most famous street in Paris.  At the top of the 
Champs-elysees we used the underpass to reach the 
Arc de Triomphe.  In the evening we went on a river 
boat along the Seine which had a lovely sunset whilst 
passing the Eiffel Tower. 
 
The next day we went to the Val d’Europe shopping 
mall before going to one of the most looked forward to 
highlights on the trip – Disneyland! It was an amazing 
experience. 
 
On the last day we went to the Montparnesse Tower where 
we viewed the skyline of Paris.  We also spent time in the 
grounds of the Louvre before having lunch opposite the Eiffel 
Tower and then it was home time. 
 
Sadie Gray and Isla Fraser 
 



 SHARED READING AT DYCE 

 

We are one of four city schools participating in the Book Connections: Intergenerational Reading 
Project funded by the Scottish Government’s School Libraries’ Improvement Fund.  
 
A group of our S3 & S4 supported pupils have been undertaking a programme of shared reading 
with pupils from Dyce Primary’s Learning Den. They read a selection of six picture books including 
“My Granny is a Pirate” by Val McDermid and “The True Story of the 3 Little Pigs” by Jon 
Scieszka. 
 
To assist with the storytelling we had borrowed a 
selection of hand puppets from the Curriculum 
Resources and Information Service. These proved 
to be very popular and inspired Jayden assisted by 
Luke to build a puppet theatre under the tutelage of 
Mr Donald, one of our school technicians. Andrew, 
a talented thespian, is writing a script and by the 
end of term we should have seen their debut 
performance.  
 
Having successfully applied for Scottish Book Trust 
Live Literature funding we were delighted to 
welcome the illustrator Kate Leiper 
(http://kateleiper.co.uk/) to our library on 
Wednesday 30th May to lead a “Design Your Own 
Dragon” workshop. 
 
Here is what Kate had to say about her visit: 
“I had a super day at Dyce Academy working with 
the pupils on dragon drawing and was really 
impressed with the oodles 
of imagination and creativity shown by 
everyone. The highlight for me was 
seeing everybody's work laid out at the 
end and comparing all the different 
ideas, drawing techniques and variety of 
materials used. I was 
also very touched to see the care and 
attention shown by the older pupils 
towards the younger primary school 
children as they worked together on 
their drawings.  The librarians and 
teachers had obviously 
carefully planned everything in advance, 
ensuring that requested equipment, 
resources and materials were ready and 
available, thereby contributing to the 
success of the workshop.” 
 
We are not quite finished yet as next 
term our pupils will be devising book 
bags with materials to accompany the 
sets of books. These will then go into 
stock at the Curriculum Resources & 
Information Service and be available for city-wide use.  

http://kateleiper.co.uk/


S3 WORK EXPERIENCE PLACEMENTS 
 
 

In May our S3 Skills for Work pupils went out for a week 
on their Work Experience placements to various 
organisations in Aberdeen and beyond.  The feedback 
from the pupils was generally positive and they all seemed 
to have enjoyed their time out of school to experience the 
‘world of work’. 
 
We received Reports back from their placement 
supervisors and were delighted with the wonderful 
comments they made about the pupils.  A sample of their 
comments are shown below. 
 
We are immensely proud that the pupils acted responsibly 
in their placements and were a credit to their parents, 
guardians and to Dyce Academy. 
 
 

 
“It is always daunting for someone as young to come into a workplace environment but he handled 
it well” 
“She had a delightful manner with students of all ages” 
“His time-keeping and attitude to work has been faultless” 
“She already asked to come back as a volunteer on a regular basis and we are very happy about 
this” 
“He acted in a professional and courteous manner and we would be happy to have him back any 
time” 
“I would have her back here in a heartbeat.  Please pass on my congratulations to her teachers 
and parents – I cannot praise her highly enough” 
 “He is a good hard-working person, he has good listening skills and can use his own initiative – he 
will do well in the future, whether it is in agriculture or mechanical/welding” 
“She paid great attention to detail when carrying out tasks and was particularly vigilant whilst using 
our IT system for recording data” 
“We took him to a client meeting where he acted in a very professional manner and effectively 
included himself in the discussions” 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 



 S3 BUSINESS ENTERPRISE – BUSINESS CHALLENGE 

 
The S3 Business Enterprise class were ‘challenged’ to come up with a new healthy drink idea.  
The brief they were given stipulated that they must show how they were championing sustainable 
sourcing of ingredients as well as highlighting how they were being ethically and environmentally 
friendly.  As well as developing an idea that was realistic and competitive, they had to promote a 
local community group linked to the ‘Keep Scotland Beautiful’ initiative to whom they would be 
donating a share of their profits. 
 
 
The three products were: 
 

 The Chug Jug – vitamin enriched spring water containing 
coconut and honey  

 Calm Rush - spring water, fruit and honey based 
‘mocktails’ as an alternative to traditional cocktails 

 Fruit Cubed - an innovative sparking water drink 
containing cubes packed with natural fruit juice. 

 
All three groups made confident pitches to the 4 assembled 
‘Dragons’ – Mrs Adam, Mrs Jamieson, Miss Hosie and Asda 
Dyce’s Community Champion,  Fiona Cumming – and they 
were grilled them on the originality and viability of their idea, 
the effectiveness of their market research as well as their 
ethical, environmental and sustainability claims.  No mercy 
was shown. 
 
 
Although all 3 ideas had their strong points, Calm Rush was the unanimous choice of the Dragons. 
 
 

 
 
 



MICHELLE OBAMA COMPETITION 

 
This year is the Year of the Young People and in celebration of 
this The Hunter Foundation have organised a competition for 
school pupils to win a table at a business dinner with the former 
First Lady Michelle Obama in July. School pupils were given the 
task of creating a short essay, poem, picture or video on the 
theme: 
 
“If I ruled Scotland the one thing I’d change to enable more young people to succeed would be….. 
and why that’s so important”. 
 
 
Over the past few weeks Miss Dunn’s senior classes 
have been working hard creating their competition 
entries. The standard of entry was extremely high 
and a huge well done to everyone who submitted an 
entry! Unfortunately, not all entries could be 
submitted and after tough deliberations the following 
pupils entries were submitted to the competition: Jo 
Gillespie, Lewis Barklam, Megan Pirie, Chloe 
Parker, Emma Sutherland, Charlie Barlam and 
Nicola McGregor. All entries will be published by The 
Hunter Foundation with details to follow. Keep your 
fingers crossed for a winning entry and a date with 
the former First Lady herself!  

 
 
 
 
SCHOOL MOCK COURT PROJECT  
 
This year we have entered a small group of pupils into the School Mock Court Project. The project 
involves a small number of S3-6 pupils who will be mentored by local solicitors. Throughout the 
project pupils will have to apply various cross-curricular skills and teamwork to get to grips with 
case evidence and preparations for trials.  
We are one of three schools in the City that have signed up and are looking forward to competing 
in our first trial in October. This is an exciting new project for us to be involved in and we are 
excited to get started! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



JUDO  
 

Lauren Taylor, 2K competed in the IJC Judo 
Competitions U14 novice in Invergordon.  
  
Lauren earned a gold medal and the Girls Open Shield. 
Lauren has been competing for the past 3 years and we 
wish her luck in her upcoming Granite City Competition.  

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
P6 - S2 TRANSITION CLUB 

 

This term pupils from Newmachar Primary School, Dyce School and Dyce Academy were given 
the opportunity to come to a transition club that would allow them to mix with people from different 
schools and years groups, and gave them the chance to try out some new sports and activities 
that we offer in PE at Dyce Academy.  
 
Over the past 7 weeks participants have taken part in a number of sessions ranging from football 
to basketball and badminton to javelin which were run by Miss Howard, assisted by a small group 
of senior pupils.  



 BP & DYCE ACADEMY  

 
In April, all 2nd year pupils got the opportunity to visit 
the BP North Sea headquarters in Dyce. The trip 
included a Q & A Skype call to engineers working 
offshore, a tour of the building and an interactive 
session where pupils put their creative and problem 
solving skills to the test! Every pupil in each team had 
a specific job title, where they learned about the 
roles and responsibilities of many jobs within the 
energy industry. 
 
The pupils had a great day out, where they learned 
more about the ever changing industry on their 
doorstep!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Pupils on the tour of BPs headquarters. 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Live Q&A Skype link to the control room of Clair Ridge. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Pupils working in groups to solve a lego problem which  

mimicked a platform design. 



LANGUAGES NEWS 

 

Things have been very busy this year in the Modern 
Languages Department especially in S3 where pupils 
have been following our new Wider Achievement course – 
“Spanish for Life and Work”.  
This qualification allows pupils to study language for a real 
and relevant purpose. We are very grateful to Aberdeen 
International Airport who link with us to help us deliver our 
course. 
The course began with an Introductory Presentation delivered by Kevin Douglas, Terminal 
Operations Manager in January and then this was followed by a visit by both Kevin and his 
colleague, Anabel Narganes, a Spanish National to support pupils in their learning and offer them 
an opportunity to practise their Spanish using work related vocabulary. All pupils had been taught 
and had themselves practised the relevant language in order to perfect it for this visit. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Anabel is an Ambassador at AIA and her job involves helping Spanish passengers with problems 
or queries during their visit to Aberdeen. There are three flight which go to Spain every week and it 
is essential that support is offered to passengers who may either not speak a good level of English 
or who have none at all. Anabel ensures that their travel plans run smoothly. 
 
Pupils were tested in Spanish by Anabel and then they had the opportunity to ask questions of 
both Kevin and Anabel about life and work at the Airport and how a knowledge of a language was 
crucial in this type of industry. This was an extremely interesting visit with all pupils agreeing that 
they had enjoyed the experience enormously. 
 
This year, almost all pupils gained a National 3 pass. Well done everyone! 



RUNNING CLUB     

 
 
 
We have been training hard this year with almost all of us 
achieving a PB in our own personal distance running. 
 
Our main annual event is the “RGC and Albyn Invitational 
Cross Country Competition” held this year in March. Once 
again, we fielded a strong team :- Lizzie McCall, Jamie 
Sayers, (S5) Ben Cresswell, Maria Kusmider, Jordan 
Cruickshank  (S4) Kieran Downie, Katie Wilson, Nathan 
Murray, Harry Sayers, Caiden Thom  (S3) Liam Munday, Kitty 
Richardson, Ellie Mowat and Emily Melvin (S2) . Race 
distances range from 2Km for S1 S2 to 4km for senior pupils.  
We had some excellent results from Lizzie McCall who came 
4th and Ben Cresswell who came 14th.   
Everyone else worked hard to complete their races with some 
gaining a PB on the day. I am always very impressed with the team spirit and effort of all of our 
pupils in competitions. They constantly encourage and support each other.  
 
We meet every Monday at lunchtime and are very happy to welcome new members! 

 
 



S2 SCIENCE STEM EVENT:  
TOMORROW’S ENGINEERS  
ENERGY QUEST - 
THE ELECTRIC CAR CHALLENGE 
 
The S2s were challenged to think about renewable 
energy and build a solar power car. They then had 
to test the car and then compete to predict about 
how much charge their car would need to reach a 
certain distance in the MPA . 



ENTERPRISING MATHS DAY 
 

On Friday 22nd June a Team of 4 pupils went to the Enterprising Maths Day in the Thistle Hotel in 
Altens with Mrs Manson.  Our team of two S3 and two S4 pupils had a wonderful day filled with 
Maths and poster making.  At the end of the day Kieran, Katie, Daniel and Will came 3rd overall for 
Aberdeen city and 1st overall for their efforts in the Swiss round which is made up of strategic 
puzzles.  This is a fantastic achievement, beating out 17 other teams for 1st place.  
Congratulations to the team and of course we cannot miss out the superb support that our team 
received from Ayra and Maria, who helped with the design of the poster, the art work, research 
and helping the team sharpen their strategic skills for the Swiss round. 



DUKE OF EDINBURGH 
 
Dyce pupils headed out to the hills for their Bronze, Silver and Gold practise expedition in May and 
June. 
 
In the middle of June, our Gold Group set out from the Linn of Quich to the Corrour bothy they 
then had a challenging day in the rain getting wet summiting 2 out of the planned 3 hills for the 
day. All was not lost as the rain stopped as soon as they returned to camp. The group walked out 
to the Linn of Dee enjoying the beautiful landscape. 
 
Early in June the Silver award had mixed weather in the Cairngorms, on the first and second day 
short torrential downpours tested their skills in putting up tents in the rain and whether their 
rucksack packing would keep their gear dry? Otherwise the brilliant sunshine tested the 
reapplication of sun cream and made sure the group stayed in excellent spirits.  
 
 

 
 
 
The 4 groups of the Bronze award had great weather in the Balmoral estate and went Royal 
spotting and even had a chat (one participant may need a course on Royal etiquette).  The groups 
used all their training to good effect, keeping on track (mostly) on both days enjoying the stunning 
views of Lochnagar and completing the expedition successfully.   
 
 
 
 



S2 LATIN AMERICA PROJECT 
 
Did you know that Colombia produces 90% of the world’s emeralds?  Did you know that Mexico is 
sinking by about 10 inches every year?  What about the fact that Costa Rica has been ranked as 
one of the happiest countries in the world?  You may not have known these facts but neither did 
the new S2’s as they embarked upon the brand new Social Subjects end-of-year project.    
 
Groups of three pupils were allocated a Latin American project to research:  Mexico, Costa Rica, 
Colombia, Peru, Chile and Brazil.  Allocation of countries to groups was highly technical, and 
involved a lot of thought and planning! Yes, you guessed it, names of countries were placed into a 
Viking helmet or plastic bag – no expense spared in Social Subjects.  
  
Groups then decided who was going to investigate the History, Geography and Modern Studies of 
their country and then with direction from Ms Yeoman and Mrs Smith in the Library off the pupils 
went to find as much information as they could.   
 
Pupils researching History had to include a timeline of the main events of their Latin America 
country but if they were researching Brazil, for example, they had to look at the country before and 
after the Portuguese arrived and whether their impact on that country was positive or negative.   
 
The Geographers were deemed with the task of investigating the Amazon rainforest but if their 
country was Chile, they had to look at Easter Island and the Atacama Desert.  
  
Having just completed a course on Politics in the UK and 
running their own election campaign, the Modern Studies 
pupils had to investigate whether their country was a 
democracy or dictatorship.  They were also encouraged to 
look at LGBT rights, crime and education within their 
country.  
 
Having spent approximately 4 weeks researching and 
putting their information together their work is ready to be 
assessed week beginning 2nd July.  The Success Criteria 
have been produced and pupils will begin the process of 
peer assessing each other’s work e.g. 2B1 pupils will 
assess the finished (or unfinished) work of 2B2 and vice-
versa.   
 
Keep up-to-date with the finished work by following  
@DyceSocialSub  
 
Que tengas un excelente verano.   



 
This year the PE Department hosted its third 

PE & Sport Awards Evening on Thursday 28th June. 
 
Throughout the year pupils have been working extremely hard both in curriculum time and 

outside in our extra-curricular calendar.  The PE staff, Extra Curricular staff and pupils 
were all part of the voting process throughout the year.  

 
We had 33 trophies presented for various accolades including  

Higher and National 5 Pupils of the Year, PE Buddy, Sports Leader,  
Living for Sport Performer and Sports Personality of the Year.  

 
Other awards were given to Players Player of the year and Coaches Player of the Year in 

Badminton, Football, Netball, Swimming, Cross Country,  
Rugby, Basketball and Table Tennis. 

 
We would like to congratulate all pupils who have been nominated this year and those who 

were our overall winners – CONGRATULATIONS!!! 
 
 

Thank you to Mrs Scaife, Gillian Jack and our Music school pupils for their  
fabulous contribution to the evening. 

 
Many thanks to all staff involved in making this year and our evening a huge success. 

 

 
Mrs McCaw, Miss Stevenson, Miss Howard & Mr Nicoll 

 



 



 



 





 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
        
 

  Overall Winners 2018 

 



 



 









 
 











FREE FOOD IN SCHOOL 
 

I knew this would catch your attention.  
Free school lunches are available but the question is, should your child 
be getting them?  
Some families earn a certain amount of money which entitles them to 
receive free school lunches and in this day and age – every little helps 
when it comes to the cost of our children. 
 
Free school lunches are available to you if you receive any of the 
following: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You can apply online through the Aberdeen City Council website and if you need any assistance 
with the form, we at Dyce Academy are more than happy to help in any way we can. 
 
 
www.aberdeencity.gov.uk/services/education-and-childcare/school-life/apply-free-school-meals  
 
 
 
All parents/ carers eligible for free school meals for their child(ren) 
are strongly encouraged to apply because the school attracts 
additional funding benefits and staffing based on the number of 
young people registered for this entitlement. 
 
 
Did you know… 
 
Some families can also receive some money to help towards the 
cost of school clothing. 
 
If you receive any of the above support or Housing Benefits and/or 
Council Tax Reduction you will be eligible for a school uniform 
grant. 
 
 
 
 

Income  
Support (IS) 

Income-based  
Job Seeker's  

Allowance (JSA) 

Any income related  
element of Employment & 

 Support Allowance  

Both max Child Tax Credit & 
max Working Tax Credit & your 

income is under £6,420 

Child Tax Credit (but not Working Tax Credit),  

with an income under £16105. 

Support under Part V1 of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 or receive Universal Credit 

www.aberdeencity.gov.uk/services/education-and-childcare/school-life/apply-school-clothing-grant  

 

http://www.aberdeencity.gov.uk/services/education-and-childcare/school-life/apply-free-school-meals
http://www.aberdeencity.gov.uk/services/education-and-childcare/school-life/apply-school-clothing-grant


 
 
 
 


