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DYCE ACADEMY
RADIO STATION


Ten years after DARE FM, the school now has its own radio station again! 


Set up by Miss Rankin and two S4 pupils, Andrew Johnstone and Chloe Geddes, DYCFM made its maiden broadcast on 8th January, and now broadcasts every Thursday lunchtime in the canteen.

The show has generally had a good reception (if you’ll pardon the pun), and its regular features include extra-curricular activities, highlights of the day’s bulletin, and jokes, facts and riddle. They also play an impeccable playlist each week, selecting only the finest music to play. 
The crew are also looking for new presenters, to host their own show. 
If you and some friends are interested in doing so, please see Miss Rankin ASAP. 


Written By Andrew Johnstone 4B
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Welcome


I can hardly believe how fast we are approaching the end of another extremely busy term. Before long our senior pupils (S4-6) start their study leave in preparation for those final examinations and assessments which mark the end of a very intense year of work. It goes without saying that we wish them every success in the forthcoming months. They have worked hard and have been well challenged and supported by a group of very dedicated staff who have gone the extra mile to deliver another set of new qualifications along with consolidating the National courses.

Our assemblies have focused on the positive things that go on at Dyce Academy. Just this past week, we have been reflecting on respect. I find that we can often get bogged down in the “bad news” stories and we forget the huge number of things that we have going for ourselves as a school: charity fundraising; 96% of pupils reaching positive destinations when they leave school; extra-curricular opportunities; sporting and musical success etc. etc. The school is going from strength to strength and it’s thanks to the hard work of staff, pupils and parents that we continue to move forward.




Staffing

Part of our challenge has been as a result of difficulties in the recruitment of staff, both specialist staff and supply staff. Many of the reasons have been well-documented through the media such as the high cost of living in the City and the Shire, but also as a result of a lack of teachers in key specialist areas.

However, I am delighted to give you an update as to where we are with our staffing. Karen Leven, currently acting PT English at Ellon Academy, will join us as PT English in May. We have appointed Greg Tillman as teacher of Mathematics, David Finnie as teacher of English and Shaun Netherway as teacher of Physical Education.  Karen Mackenzie has been appointed as teacher of Biology. We look forward to welcoming them as part of the Dyce Academy team.

There are still vacancies in Physics and Design & Technology and these continue to be areas where there are difficulties in recruiting but we are continuously advertising.

Anne Donnelly will be starting her maternity leave during the Easter break and we wish her well.
We also say a farewell to Ken Davidson, PT Pupil Support (Guidance) who will be retiring shortly after the Easter break. Ken has been with the school since August 1998 and has supported a large number of families during that time. We wish Ken a very healthy and happy retirement. I am sure there are many plans for several rounds of golf.

Claire Hosie, currently teacher of Chemistry and acting PT guidance at Bridge of Don, will be taking over the role of PT Pupil Support for Kirkhill House.  Claire will be starting just after the Easter break. 




Plea to Parents and Carers

For quite a while now we have introduced a very clear dress code for our young people. This not only supports our vision and values for the school but also gives a sense of pride in being part of our community. Those who consistently wear what they are asked to, exemplify this in their good behaviour and attitude to their work, their school and our community. I do have to say that the majority of our young people wear full dress code and we are grateful to them for supporting us but lately we have seen slippage.  It is not acceptable to wear coloured tops. The code is as follows:

Junior School (S1-S3)
· Black trousers/skirt (no jeans/tracksuit bottoms/joggers)
· Plain black jumper/cardigan/sweat shirt with the school logo
· Plain black/white shirt or T-shirt
· Black/white polo shirt with the school logo
· Dark smart shoes/ dark trainers
· School tie is optional
Senior School (S4-S6)
· Black trousers/skirt
· Black blazer (optional)
· White/black shirt
· Black v neck jumper/ plain black cardigan
· School tie
Could you please help us by making sure your son/daughter does wear the dress code.

School Toilets

We have had repeated requests over the years from our pupils to do something about the school toilets. At long last I can confirm that we now have an agreement and a budget to start refurbishing the toilets. Because of cost, there won’t be enough to update every facility within the school but we are identifying the areas that are in immediate need of improvement. My thanks go to the Senior Student team and the Parent Council for their support in this matter.


Children and Young People (Scotland) Act 2014

The Scottish Government is currently consulting on detailed guidance that supports parts of the Children and Young People (Scotland) Act 2014. This Act is a new law that will give children, young people and their families extra support and will encourage everyone to talk about children’s wellbeing using the same words. The consultation on the guidance is due to run until 1 May, 2015. It is mainly aimed at the people who support your child – including parents’ organisations – but individual parents are welcome to get involved if they wish. You can take part in the consultation via this link: http://www.gov.scot/Publications/2015/02/1851


The school finishes for the Easter break on Thursday 2nd April and will resume on Monday 20th April. I hope that everyone has a relaxing and pleasant break.

Kind Regards
Lesley Adam 
DofE News


Congratulations to the following pupils who have recently gained awards:

[image: http://www.1004atc.co.uk/images/Activities/dofe/DofE%20Merchandise%20logo%20gunmetal%20RGB.jpg]


	Silver Level
	Bronze Level

	
Ewan Reid 5G
	
Andrew Frank   4A
Lauryn McLean 4A
Ethan Wilson 4A
Eilidh MacKinnon 4F
Freddie Hankin 5W
Aimee Will 6W





The Bronze Group had a very good introductory day on Bennachie in February. 
It was quite windy near the top but everyone managed.  The Leaders were very impressed by the standard of individual equipment and the general level of fitness of groups.  Five Bronze Groups averaging six in number are now preparing for their practice overnight expedition in Glen Tanar near Aboyne in the middle of May. Their Qualifying Expedition will be in the Balmoral Estate at the end of August.

The highly motivated Silver Group have now prepared themselves for two big expeditions in the Cairngorms and Central Highlands.  These will take place in June and September respectively.  There will be four walking groups totalling 22 members which is a record number at this level.

Finally, our small Gold Group will also be out in the Cairngorms in June for a practice in preparation for an Irish adventure in the Mourne Mountains, Co Down, in early August.

To equip such numbers requires considerable investment in camping equipment and we are grateful to the Sponsored Walk Fund and our friends in Apache Oil Corp. who have generously supported us.

Good luck to all participants, not only in their expeditions but in completing the other sections of their DofE Award.

T. Ferguson
School DofE Co-ordinator
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At the start of the year, Dyce PE Department received a very generous donation from a local resident to enable the school to buy a new Football Strip for the U13/14 boys and girls teams.

The strips have had numerous outings so far and we are positive they will be used many times in the coming years.

We are very thankful to George Cheriyan for his kind donation.
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Six Nations Rugby Trip



This year saw Dyce Academy’s first annual Six Nations Rugby trip to Murrayfield to watch Scotland vs. Ireland. 
With the start of the Senior Rugby team here at Dyce Academy there was great interest in this event, with the trip being filled within two days. 
There was a mixture of avid Rugby fans, pupils that had never been to observe a live sporting event and others who wanted to see a live Rugby match in person. 
The game was a big decider in who would win the Six Nations Championship and could Scotland avoid the wooden spoon?  
Our 19 pupils set off to Edinburgh with lots of anticipation and excitement. The game and atmosphere didn’t disappoint, with the sun shining and plenty of Rugby on display. Unfortunately Scotland didn’t get the result they wanted, but all was not lost with the coach quiz on our return journey. 
All in all it was a great day at Murrayfield with quiz prizes and many sun-kissed faces.  Here’s to another Rugby trip in the near future!
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All pupils in S5 and S6 were given the opportunity to take part in varied activities in and out of school this term.  
Activities included Skiing and Snowboarding, playing Squash, using the indoor grass Pitch and Gym at the Aberdeen Sports Village and others attended Ice-Skating at Aberdeen Links Arena.  
Pupils who opted to stay in school developed their Fitness through ‘Insanity’ and were involved in developing new skills and techniques in Dodgeball, Basketball, Volleyball and Handball.  
It is fantastic to see so many pupils take new opportunities provided to enhance their Health & Wellbeing!  We hope that pupils will continue to take such new opportunities in the future.
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Our S1 Boys Football team recently competed in the regional cash back 7’s at the Gaoirch centre in Inverurie.

Our boys played brilliantly and represented Dyce Academy exceptionally well. Unfortunately the boys were unsuccessfull as they were in the hardest group, with A teams from Inverurie, Turriff, Peterhead, Kemnay and Mintlaw. 

An outstanding performance came from our goalkeeper, Ruben Blansksby, who showed little fear and kept Dyce Academy within touching distance of every team. Other pupils who were exceptional on the day included Scott Torpey, Ryan Cruickshank and Sol Kench.  

All pupils showed exceptional heart and determination, 
never giving up despite the score! 

Well done boys!

S1-3 Girl’s Football 
The S1-3 girl’s Football team have been going from strength to strength over the year. They have competed in two tournaments and are entered into another before the end of the year, alongside some friendlies with local Aberdeen City Schools. 
[image: https://encrypted-tbn3.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcSM-qVhGCQjmmHtWBvP_v6WBhuNRLlmUmyhrkI_OaD_u6DpnQdq]Their best performance was finishing third in the SFA Cashback 7’s Tournament, in Inverurie; narrowly missing out on second place, after a last minute winner for Fraserburgh Academy. 
We have a mix of girls with some coming back to the sport, others trying Football for the first time and some that play regularly. Nevertheless they all have great enthusiasm to succeed and always put in 100% effort. 
Girls, you did Dyce Academy proud – well done! 
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ACC’s S2 GIANT HEPTATHLON 2015
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An S2 team of 7 girls and 7 boys took part in a Giant Heptathlon at the Aberdeen Sports Village, engaging in a range of athletics based activities under the guidance and observation of coaches and leaders.  The activities included 30m sprint, 60m hurdles, 100m relay, bean bag endurance challenge, triple jump, standing long jump, step up challenge and overhead shot. 
[image: ]The 2 winning schools from the event progressed through to the Grampian grand finals; unfortunately we had some fantastic results but did not qualify through to the next round.  
All pupils involved showed great effort in all activities, breaking their personal best in each attempt and others enjoyed the challenge of trying something new. 
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Dyce Academy have been competing in this event for the past 10 years or more and this year we turned up again with a small but keen team of dedicated runners all trained by Aaron Odentz.

The team consisted of;- Jamie Sayers, Lizzie McCall, Innes Copeland, Nathan Jack Kennedy, Zoe Hodi, Andrew Frank, Aaron Odentz, Vicki Emslie, Zoe Burnett and Cameron Brown.

This year saw the most competitors ever at this event so we knew that the competition would be fierce but all members of the team had trained hard. 

Below are the main results:




	
Lizzie McCall   S1       4th

	
Aaron Odentz          S4       5th


	
Zoe Hodi          S3      10th

	
Nathan Kennedy     S2       11th


	
Jamie Sayers    S1     18th

	
Innes Copeland        S2       25th
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All runners demonstrated a high level of commitment and sportsmanship and in some races; they competed against a field of more than 80 runners from other school in Aberdeen and Aberdeenshire. Team Dyce equipped themselves well and showed that we are definitely up for a challenge. Well done to all competitors! 
 


[image: http://t3.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcSfoYZe7V5QSEthSqM7ra8ZfDV6QJYgsfVKUXw1G9yY_n_TUdw3OAiSpun8]

[image: http://www.wigglestatic.com/product-media/5360075792/asics-gel-ds-trainer-18-T355N_3601-ind.jpg?w=2000&h=2000&a=7]Incidentally, in the recent Garioch Running Festival in Inverurie on the 
22nd March, Aaron Odentz came 3rd   with a time of 17.27 in the 5k race and Innes Copeland came 49th clocking in at 22.11. Both boys competed in a field of 376 adults and youths. This is a fantastic achievement. At the same event, running in the 10k race our very own Mr Graham Reid (Science) clocked an amazing time of 40.31 to come 48th out of a field of 912, including myself!
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COMIC RELIEF 2015



Thanks to all staff and pupils who supported PE’s Comic Relief Tournaments this year.  

Many pupils and staff organised, participated and observed the Staff v Pupils tournaments held in PE.  Special thanks go to our HWB Ambassadors for manning the doors and collecting participants and spectator entry money, as well as timekeeping and scoring the events.

[image: Description: http://d1st6gslnjua2o.cloudfront.net/sites/comicrelief.com/files/styles/news-full-portrait-normal/public/images/news_article/RND15_Logo%26RoundelAW.png?itok=I4j3DUA-]The results were:

	Volleyball
	25 – 23 & 19 – 9
	Staff Won

	Netball
	9 – 4
	Staff Won

	Badminton
	6 – 3
	Staff Won

	Football
	7 – 6
	Pupils Won

	Basketball
	8 – 6
	Staff Won
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We managed to raise £155.00 from entries and spectator’s donations.

This will be added to all the other Charity events money and sent off to Comic Relief later this term.

Congratulations to all participants and winners!
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Charities Committee

The charities group have made an extraordinary effort this term to raise money for local charities.  Although some ideas have not worked out, a tremendous effort went into planning various activities for Comic Relief.  This included a dress as you please day, ‘Great Teacher Bake Off’ and also a sponsored swim, which involved swimmers swimming approx 120 lengths each.  All our swimmers completed the challenge resulting in a joint effort of swimming the English Chanel.  With sponsorship still to come in, we estimate that we have raise well over £1200.  
Well done everyone!!!!

A big congratulations to the charity group members that organised the swim – Jessica Oyovwevotu Cameron Brown and Abbie Milne and the swimmers – seen in the photos below.
A massive thanks also to the helpers who counted all the lengths.

Great effort and Well Done!
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On the 17th of March pupils attended the regional Lead 2014 conference at Robert Gordon’s University. Here they took part in workshops with pupils from all over Aberdeen City, Aberdeenshire and Moray. 
Workshops were delivered by University students and the aim was to increase ours pupils, organisation, communication and leadership skills. The games in which the girls took part in and the skills they developed are now helping them to organise a LEAD 2014 Festival in the summer term. 
This is a fantastic opportunity of our pupils to showcase their skills and all they have developed throughout their time at Dyce Academy. As we speak the girls are busy planning and preparing activities not just for their festival, but also for our many extracurricular clubs that run throughout the year. 
Well done girls you were all fantastic and we can’t wait to see the finished projects! 

S4 Personal Development Group

As part of the S4 Personal Development Group we decided to have a Christmas fayre at Dyce Primary School. Stalls included loom bands, tattoos and nail painting, name the teddy and guess the number of sweets, home bakes and beat the Santa (goalie). We managed to raise £100 which we the donated to Quarriers Aberdeen.

Quarriers is a charity which helps support the families who have a relation who is suffering from Epilepsy. Here are some pictures from the day of the event and the presentation of the cheque to Quarriers. 
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DYCE ACADEMY
RADIO STATION


Ten years after DARE FM, the school now has its own radio station again! 


Set up by Miss Rankin and two S4 pupils, Andrew Johnstone and Chloe Geddes, DYCFM made its maiden broadcast on 8th January, and now broadcasts every Thursday lunchtime in the canteen.

The show has generally had a good reception (if you’ll pardon the pun), and its regular features include extra-curricular activities, highlights of the day’s bulletin, and jokes, facts and riddle. They also play an impeccable playlist each week, selecting only the finest music to play. 
The crew are also looking for new presenters, to host their own show. 
If you and some friends are interested in doing so, please see Miss Rankin ASAP. 


Written By Andrew Johnstone 4B
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