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Aims of Homework

Homework is an integral part of Dyce Academy’s positive ethos. There is strong evidence that regular work at home on school related activities raises the standard of pupils’ achievements. Homework strengthens academic skills, reinforces concepts taught by teachers, develops responsibility and accountability. Furthermore, homework promotes parental/guardian awareness and involvement.

Objectives of Homework

Homework should help pupils to:

· Reinforce and consolidate work done in school

· Prepare for school assessments and examinations

· Develop good study habits and encourage independent learning

· Provide a link between home and school giving parents the opportunity to be involved with their children’s learning

· Develop confidence to deal with frustrations, overcome difficulties and solve problems

Forms of Homework

Homework can take various forms and the type of homework will vary from subject to subject. Some of the tasks given may include:

· Learning subject specific vocabulary and subject specific terminology

· Practice problems and exercises

· Investigations and portfolios

· Background reading and Research

· Field work

· Writing up reports/ preparing talks

· Reading

· Redrafting a good copy of a piece of work

· Revising for NABs, assessments and National Qualification Examinations

· Past papers

· Keep fit/sporting tasks

· Complete work missed in class due to absence or work not completed in class due to slow pace of working

These are only some of the kinds of homework that may be given. Different subjects will provide opportunities to practise different skills and learn in different ways.

Homework is set at an appropriate level and extends each individual by being challenging and yet manageable. Different tasks are set or the same task at different levels. Teachers provide appropriate individual support and take into account how much time individual pupils will need to complete a task.

Quantity

The Quantity and frequency of work is under the professional judgement of the class teacher, taking into account pupil ability. The length of time spent on homework will vary from child to child and will depend upon year stage and the subjects studied.

Senior pupils (S4-6) should be applying themselves regularly and consistently to private study at home. This should form a considerable part of each evening and parts of the weekend. It is anticipated that examination preparation would require significant additional time. Ideally, Homework, other than revision work, will not be issued for 2 weeks prior to examinations to allow students to prepare adequately.

The Role of the Pupil

It is the responsibility of the pupil to hand homework in on time, having produced it to the highest standard possible. If homework is not handed in, the class teacher will discuss the reasons for this and act appropriately.

It is the responsibility of the pupil to:

· Bring the Homework planner to each class on a daily basis 

· Take a clear note of all Homework  - what has to be done and when the Homework is due in

· Find out the work missed due to absence, complete this and hand it in with the agreement of the teacher

· Prepare for subject assessments

· Seek advice/help from staff if necessary before the homework due date

· Plan their personal study timetable

· Use study periods and study leave productively

· Get their parent/carer to sign the Homework Planner

· Meet deadlines

· Keep the Homework Planner in good order and free from graffiti

Pupils have a duty to meet deadlines for the following reasons:

· Deadlines allows the pupil to organise their studies and keep pace with the work load

· Completed, quality homework, demonstrates commitment to a course

· Meeting deadlines is an essential life-skill

The Role of the Parent/Guardian

Research shows that a parent/guardian has an extremely important partnership role to play in assisting their child to succeed. The parent/carer can help by:

· Signing the Homework Planner on a weekly basis

· Ensuring the child completes homework regularly

· Encouraging a positive attitude to study

· Providing a suitable study place free from distractions. For example, working in a warm and well lit part of the house; providing a flat surface to work on such as a desk or table; encouraging them to work away from distractions such as the T.V., mobile phone.

· Helping the child establish a homework routine and not to leave it until the night before it is due

· Encouraging productive use of homework time even when homework has not been set by the school e.g. reading programmes, research and revision

· Communicating with the school on any problems which relate to homework

· Taking a positive and active interest in what is being done

· Reinforcing the value of homework

If your child is absent from school please ensure that they find out the classwork and homework they have missed. It will be your child’s responsibility to arrange with the teacher an agreed timescale to complete the work.

If your child is unable to attend school for an extended period but can work at home then you should phone the school to request work.

The Role of the School

Dyce Academy welcomes discussion on any issue relating to your child’s education.

We will:

· Provide a Homework planner to help pupils plan, organise and manage their homework

· Provide opportunities to discuss Homework in PSE on a regular basis and check that the Homework Planners are being used effectively, with targets for improvement or development.

· Provide opportunities for pupils to study outwith class time through the use of the library and study support classes if available.

· Monitor and evaluate the effectiveness of the Homework policy to ensure an effective and consistent approach to homework.

· Promote a positive attitude to homework and develop high expectations

· Ensure that appropriate homework is set and regularly assessed

· Ensure that Homework is attainable and differentiated according to pupil ability

· Provide feedback to the student with suggestions for future improvement

· Use the Whole School Policy for non-completion of Homework. This will then inform parents, Guidance and Year Heads that there is a problem

Failure to Hand in Homework

It is the responsibility of the pupil to hand in work on time. Having produced it to the highest possible standard.

In order to develop a positive attitude towards homework and to develop high expectations of staff, it is important that a clear, fair policy is applied consistently, and that all pupils are made aware of this. The following system will apply:

1. If homework is not handed in on time, the class teacher will stamp the pupil’s planner. A warning will be given at this stage that a letter will be sent if not handed in.

2. The pupil must hand the homework in by the end of school on the next day or when they are next in school. If the homework is handed in no action will be taken. If the homework is not handed in, a letter will be sent home from the classroom teacher.

3. If the pupil fails to hand in homework for a second time, the class teacher will follow the first stage of the process as detailed in point 1.

4. If the pupil fails to hand in homework on a third occasion, the pupil will be spoken to by the Faculty Head and a letter will be sent by the Faculty Head home. Pupil Support (Guidance) will be informed of the department’s concerns and will contact parents/guardians to discuss the issues.

5. Any further failure to complete homework will result in a letter going home to parents from the Head Teacher informing the parent that their child will no longer be pursued for Homework by the department and the letter H will be placed next to the child’s name in the class teacher’s register. Homework will continue to be issued and the appropriate stamp placed in the planner.

Supporting Homework

The partnership between home and school can be clearly seen in the case of homework. Success depends upon both home and school providing support and encouragement to pupils.

