Questions from S2 Parents’ Meeting - Tuesday 13 December 2011

1 How can our children work alongside older ones if ours are the first to reach that stage?

It is unlikely that S4 pupils in the first group moving into the Senior Phase will be working alongside older students.  Older students are likely to be continuing with existing National Qualifications.

2 Will their choices be guaranteed?

We cannot guarantee subject choices.  These will be subject to demand and staffing.

3 Will it be information overload in trying to cover 8 subjects instead of the 7 currently studied in S3?

Currently in S1-2 young people cover 13 subjects.  In S3 they will be covering 8 subjects in some depth.  This will allow opportunities for specialism, choice and progression.  The advantage of this system means that pupil choices are not restricted as early as they have been in the current structure.

4 How many changes can they make in S4?  Other than Maths or English are there any other compulsory subjects in S4?

Pupils will choose for National 4 and National 5 courses at the end of S3.  Although pupils will have an opportunity to make a new choice, we anticipate many continuing with some of the subjects they selected in S3.  Pupils will sit National Qualifications in 6 subjects at the end of S4.  

The majority of pupils in S4 will take English and Maths.  Core PE, RMPS and PSE, which contribute to Health and Wellbeing, will be part of the core curriculum and studied alongside National 4s and National 5s.

5 In theory can you stay on till S6 just doing National 4 and 5?

Pupils could in theory do this but we would hope that young people would progress in their learning beyond National 4 and National 5.  This is consistent with the current situation.

6 How standardised will marking be for National 4?

The teaching profession nationally is engaged in standardisation exercises led at local and national level.  The SQA will continue a rigorous system of verification for national courses.

7 Are there more opportunities working with other Academies for senior level?

Dyce Academy and Bucksburn Academy will continue to work closely together to provide increased opportunities for young people.  There will also be opportunities through the Aberdeen City Senior School Campus for work experience, college experience and vocational courses.

8 How are they going to support “Support for Learning” with all the choices?

Pupils will continue to be supported where identified and appropriate.

9 How will they know what the new subjects involve and if they want to take them?

As in previous years this will be done through the PSE programme and information booklets will be distributed.  There will be ample opportunity for discussion and support through these and the Parents’ Information Evening and Parents’ Evening.

10 Modern Languages - Is this interpretation correct?  Is it a block of each French, Spanish and German?

Modern Languages will develop the language skills of the pupils in French and Spanish.

11 Are the children going to be encouraged to stay on to 6th Year and be educated higher?

Young people are always encouraged to stay on to maximise their education where this is the appropriate route for them.  

12 What qualifications will be acceptable across borders:  internationally acceptable?

The National Qualification at Higher will remain the “gold standard” of Scottish education and will continue to be recognised internationally as it is at present.

13 How does Dyce Academy’s approach differ from other schools?  eg Bucksburn Academy?

Dyce Academy’s approach to curriculum design is in line with Aberdeen City Council policy and national guidelines.  Dyce Academy and Bucksburn Academy will continue to work closely together in the Senior Phase.

14 Are the course choices for the Parents or the child?

The pupil.

15 Do children have option to sit dual 4 and 5 at the same time?

Pupils will be able to choose a menu of National 4 and National 5 courses but not National 4 and National 5 together in the same subject.  National 4 is assessed internally and National 5 is assessed partially internally and with an external assessment.  Young people will be entered at the appropriate qualification based on evidence and professional judgement.

16 How will Teachers be able to teach different ages ie at the same time?

Teachers are currently accustomed to teaching S5 and S6 together.  Age is irrelevant - what is more crucial is that the pupils are entered at the level of course most appropriate for them.  This overrides the age consideration.

17 If a pupil chooses a course and not enough other pupils have chosen it to make up a class, will there be the option of taking the course at a neighbouring Academy?

As we have done in the past all options will be looked at to enable choice.

18 Will S3 Maths and English be ‘streamed’ based on ability/diagnostic tasks?

Pupils will be placed in Maths and English classes according to their ability.

19 Will popular subjects be ‘capped’ in terms of pupil numbers?

There are national guidelines in relation to practical classes where the maximum class size is set at 20.  Non-practical classes have a maximum of 30.  Thereafter staffing capacity will dictate the number of classes. 

20 How will the CfE interface to English Universities?

English Universities will continue to accept Scottish qualifications at Higher and Advanced Higher level.

21 Will students still get regular homework in S3/S4?  Is homework still important?  The amount in S1 and S2 is minimal to say the least.  What are the homework expectations?

Homework will continue to be issued and form an important aspect of consolidation of learning.  As currently, homework can take a number of different forms including personal reading, research, etc.  Our school homework policy is currently under review.

