Parental and Pupil Questionnaire on Homework provision at Dyce Academy 

My thanks to you all for completing and returning the questionnaires. I was heartened by the response from you as parents. We had a 75% response from our families.

Our pupils were surveyed through PSE and encouraged to return their completed Questionnaires. 85% returned forms. 

I would also like to thank the three parents who have volunteered to work with us on updating our policy. We will be in touch.

We asked you about how well you thought Dyce Academy was performing in relation to homework provision. This booklet provides you with the collated information. This will be shared with staff and form the focus of discussion as we work towards continuously improving our service.

Generally , we are doing reasonably well but there are areas for discussion. Here are some comments from our parents:

· The allocation of homework is inconsistent and not reflective of the statement in the planner.

· Find the planner a useful tool to monitor and read comments.

· Homework is important and should be at least 2 hours per night – 2 hours per weekend.

· Younger sibling at primary gets more homework – can’t wait until he gets to the academy!

· My child is very well-informed about progress. Well done School.

· Lack of Maths homework is worrying.

· Thank you for allowing us to contribute to your homework policy.

· Could some subjects link up/ for example a science homework with a maths focus. 

· Could there be compulsory activities/ choice from optional activities/ cross curricular activities.

· Creation of a homework grid would be useful.

· Needs a lot of encouragement to do more than the minimum.

· Does work in school during study periods.

Interestingly

96% of our pupils have a suitable place to study.

5% of pupils surveyed have said they would be interested in a homework club. 

Homework Time

Time spent on homework varied considerably depending on the year group:

S1 – S2 

20 minutes – 1 hour   4% 2 – 3 hours  75%; 4-6 hours   20%; 6 –12 hours  1%

S3- S4

2-5 hours  29%; 6- 10 hours  63%; 11 hours plus    8%

S5 –S6

1-4 hours  27%; 5- 10 hours   46%; 11 – 20 hours  27%

What we now need to do is define what we mean by homework. Possibly have a look at producing homework study planners and producing a range of home study approaches. 

Don’t forget that many departments are using our website to update parents on homework and deadlines. We would like to make this more interactive in the future. 

A copy of this survey will be placed on our website.

Lesley Adam

Head Teacher

