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S3 Curriculum Options
2014 - 2015
INTRODUCTION 
 For Parents/Carers

This curriculum selection process is designed to ensure a broad and general education and to provide opportunities for students to develop skills for learning, life and work.  The curriculum has flexibility and choice to meet the diverse needs of all our learners. There is a wide range of subjects available in S3, some of which will be new.  Details of all subjects offered are provided within this curriculum option booklet.  It is important that students have a good understanding about all the subjects offered before making their choices.  Students can get further information from their subject and Guidance teachers.

S1-S3

From S1 to S3, our students experience a broad, general education and follow courses in all 8 curriculum areas: Maths, Languages* (English and Modern Languages) Social Subjects, Science, Technologies, Expressive Arts, Health and Well-being and Religious and Moral Education.  *It will important to recognise that all pupils will be expected to choose two subjects from Languages – English AND a Modern Language. 

In S3, greater personalisation and choice is introduced into the curriculum, while breadth of learning is retained.  Students are encouraged to choose subjects in which they show personal interest or strengths, or which are necessary for a particular career-path.  Students make considered choices within each of the curriculum areas and choose six subjects in addition to Maths, English, Physical Education, Personal and Social Education and Religious and Moral Education and Skills for Work.  Pupils at Aberdeen City Music School should make choices in four subject areas and a free choice.

By the end of S3, students are in a better position to refine their subject choices and make decisions regarding national qualifications.
Course Choice Timeline

In March students will make a provisional course choice of eight subjects.  It is important that this decision is made after discussion with parents and carers, and reflects the realistic choices of learners.  The school plans its staffing around the demand for subjects and therefore we need to make this process as accurate as possible at an early stage.  Over a period of time pupils will be prepared for this choice process through PSE and through individual interviews with their Guidance Teacher.  We realise that some students will change their mind over the next few months and therefore subject choices should not be finalised until after the S2 Reports are issued in March. 

	Friday 
21 March 2014
	S2 Reports issued to parents along with curriculum selection pack including choice sheet

	Thursday
27 March 2014
	S2 Parents Information Evening

	Friday

4 April 2014 
	S2 curriculum selection choices submitted by pupils to school


New Qualifications

SQA qualifications have changed. The table below summarises the changes to qualifications which came into effect from 2013-14.  Advanced Higher and Higher exams remain but will be revised.  National 4 and 5 Qualifications replace Standard Grade and Intermediate 1 & 2 qualifications.

What is different?

National 4 courses will be assessed by teachers and externally moderated. There is no external assessment.  National 5 courses have internal unit assessments and external course assessments.  One of the arguments for this change in qualifications is to create more time for learning and teaching with less time taken up with assessments.  There should also be improved progression from National 4 to National 5 courses, and from National 5 to Higher courses.

	Advanced Higher

	Higher

	National 5
	Replaces Intermediate 2 and SG Credit

	National 4
	Replaces Intermediate 1 and SG General

	Access
	Replaces SG Foundation


In the following pages you will find some general information on the range of S3 courses available, along with a brief description of the content of the courses and the progression routes.

I hope that you find this booklet informative.  If you have further questions please don’t hesitate to get in touch.

The S3 Curriculum

All pupils in S3 will follow a course in each of the following curriculum areas:

Expressive Arts 

(Art & Design, Photography, Drama, Music)

Health & Well Being
(Personal and Social Education, PE, Sports Leader, Hospitality, Child Development)

Languages

(English plus a Modern Language)

Mathematics

Religious & Moral Education

Sciences

(Biology, Chemistry, Physics)

Social Studies

(Geography, History, Modern Studies, Business Enterprise)

Technologies

(Business Info Technology, Computing & Software Development

Design & Manufacture, Engineering Science, Graphic Communication, Intro to Textiles)

PLUS 

One Choice from any of the areas listed above apart from Languages, Maths and RME.

In addition, all pupils will follow the Skills for Work and First Aid courses. 

The majority of courses lead on to SQA certification at National 4/5 or at Higher.
S3 Curriculum Structure

The S3 curriculum can be summarised as follows:   

	
	Periods per week

	English
	4

	Mathematics
	4

	Modern Foreign Language
	2

	Expressive Arts subject
	2

	Health and Wellbeing subject
	2

	Sciences subject
	2

	Social Studies subject
	2

	Technologies subject
	2

	Free choice subject
	2

	Core PE
	2

	RMPS
	1

	PSE
	1

	Skills for Work
	1

	Total
	27


The school working week is 27 periods.

Information for Students

Making your choices

You are about to make your S3 course choice.  It is important that you think very hard about the subjects you like, or are good at, or that you find interesting.  Choosing these subjects will help ensure that you are motivated and enthusiastic about your learning.  It will help ensure that you are happy with your personal curriculum and this leads to successful learning!

What subjects can I take?

Everyone will study English and Maths.  Everyone will also study PSE, PE, RMPS and Skills for Work/ First Aid.  These are core subjects.  In addition you will choose 6 subjects.  This means you will continue to have a broad curriculum. 

· Choose 5 subjects – one from each of the curriculum areas

· Choose a further 1 subject from any curriculum area

· Find as much information as possible before making any decisions about 

your subjects e.g. will the subject change in S4?  Can I study this subject at National 4 or 5 in S4?

When looking at your subjects, ask yourself some searching questions about what you are good at and not so good at, about what you like and dislike, about your ability to push yourself if the work becomes difficult.

It is important that you make choices in which you are interested.  For example, if you are good at Music or Art you may wish to select subjects which allow you to develop these skills in S3.

Choosing a course because your friends are doing it is not a good reason for a course choice!  Neither is selecting a course because you like a teacher a good reason. This teacher may not be teaching that course next year. You will make lots of new friends in S3 in addition to keeping your old friends.  This is an exciting part of starting S3.  

At the end of S3 you will make an important selection of the six NQ courses which you will study in S4.  These may be building on the options you have selected for S3 or may be completely new courses. It is also important that you know what the subject entry requirements are if you are considering a specific career choice and/or university entrance.  The school library has information about all the Scottish universities and colleges, but you can also research online. 

http://www.planitplus.net/schoolzone/
http://www.ucas.com/students/coursesearch/
http://myworldofwork.skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk/
http://www.educationscotland.gov.uk/parentzone
Who can help?

· Speak to as many people as you can – subject teachers, guidance teacher, your parents/ carer and the careers advisor.

· You will already have started on your Careers Education Programme when various relevant topics are covered in the PSE class by your Guidance Teacher.

· Please make use of the online magazine published by Skills Scotland, Which Way Now.  Your Guidance Teacher will make use of it in PSE and it can give you general careers advice along with information on jobs and useful subjects. 

· You will see the Careers Adviser at other times in the next few years.  This may be in a group session, but pupils in fourth, fifth and sixth year can also request individual interviews.

· You can also find out more about jobs and courses in the Careers library in school and through the websites listed above.

· Choose your options with care, do your research and make good use of all the available information.

And finally, it is important to keep your options open and follow a broad and balanced course.  Our curriculum structure is designed to support you to do this.

SUBJECT

INFORMATION

Core Curriculum: S3 Skills for Work

What is S3 Skills for Work all about?

S3 Skills for Work is all about you developing new practical skills and putting them into real situations.

It is about you doing a range of experiences over the year – they could include:

· First Aid

· Work experience

· Planning and running a community event

· Making an item or providing a service

· Out of school experience

What skills will I develop?
You will develop skills that you need when you leave school to go into employment or college or university:

· Communication Skills – talking, writing, using telephones, doing interviews, emailing

· Practical Skills – working with basic art tools, business equipment, cooking, assembling

· Problem Solving Skills – learning how to come up with solutions to problems

· Working With Others – working on your own or as part of a team

· Information & Communication Technology – using ICT in many ways

· Personal Management Skills – how to be organised, prioritise and get the most out of your time.

What do I need to do to get the most out of this course?

· Get involved – Don’t leave all the work to someone else. You get more satisfaction from an achievement when you can say, “I helped do that”. 

· Listen and discuss – Your opinion is very important, but by listening to others and discussing things with them, the end result is more likely to be the best possible result, for everyone. 

· Think for yourself – This course is about you, and preparing for your future, so you need to think, “ What skills have I got that I can use to do this?”

Core Curriculum

Curriculum Area: Health and Well Being

Personal and Social Education

As in S1 and S2, weekly contact with your Guidance Teacher comes through your PSE lessons.  This allows relationships to be strengthened and allows effective personal, curricular and careers guidance. 

Course Outline

The Personal and Social education programme throughout is designed to help you to develop all aspects of your life, including understanding qualities and skills essential to personal development and educational achievement.  It includes experiences to help you to develop as a successful learner, a confident individual, a responsible citizen and an effective contributor.

The course especially includes:

· The development of self- awareness, self-esteem and self-confidence.

· The development of the ability to assess your own strengths and weaknesses and to develop strategies for using your own strengths and dealing with your weaknesses.

· The development of the qualities and skills necessary to form effective relationships with others.

· The development of decision making skills and strategies, including vocational planning.

· The development of the ability to deal with change and with life transitions.

Teaching and Learning Approaches

In class you will work as a class, in groups and as an individual.  Activities will include discussion, worksheets, personal research using the internet and the school library and input from outside speakers as well as active learning and presentations.

Core Curriculum

Curriculum Area: Health and Well Being

Religious Moral and Philosophical Studies 

In S3 you will look at some of the areas you have already studied but in more depth.  Our S3 course reflects on what you as learners are interested in.

Unit One: Looking for Happiness

Happiness has always been desired and sought out by human beings.  It seems to be the ultimate goal in life whatever path we may take.  However, happiness means different things to different people.  How can we define happiness and are we looking in the wrong places?  These are the questions that we will be considering in this unit.

Unit Two: An Introduction to Philosophy

How do we know what is real?  What is art?  Is there such a thing as nothing?  Those are just some of the questions you will consider in this unit as you delve into philosophical ideas and thinking.  Be prepared to think outside the box!

Unit Three: The Trial of God

After looking at case studies of suffering and how people overcome it, you will take a more philosophical approach to suffering and evil.  Why do we suffer?  This will be the main question of this unit.  It is a metaphysical question that philosophers have been mulling over for hundreds of years and is essential to the existence of God argument.  If there exists a deity that is all-knowing, all-loving and all-powerful then why do we have suffering in the world?

Unit Four: Exploring Islam

In today’s world, there seems to be a tension between ‘the west’ and ‘the Muslim World’ and on both sides it is probably true that some people are too quick to judge.  This Unit aims to dispel some stereotypes about Islam by looking at the religion from its beginning to present day.    

Homework

Homework will be given on a regular basis throughout each unit.  This may consist of writing a report, watching a documentary, research for a project or answering questions given by the teacher.
Progression

In the senior phase (S4-6) you will have the option to choose a National 4 or 5 course in RMPS and/or Higher Philosophy. 
Subject: Art & Design

Curriculum Area: Expressive Arts

Pupils who choose Art and Design in S3 will be given the opportunity to experience a wide range of creative activities.

Course Outline

Expressive projects that develop traditional drawing skills using a variety of materials such as pencils; pastels and paints can lead to finished work in Portraiture, Still life, Landscape or the Built Environment.

A printmaking project will introduce Lino cutting or Screen-printing; techniques which can produce multiple images with unique visual texture.

Design projects will encourage problem-solving skills and emphasise the importance of research and development of ideas so that any solution in 2D Graphic Design or 3D Jewellery or Ceramics will show that the function and fitness for purpose meets the requirements of the project brief.

Pupils’ ability to describe and analyse their own work and the work of artists and designers, past and present, using an expanded written and verbal vocabulary will also be developed.  Computers and Digital Photography are used throughout.

The Art and Design course in S3 develops the skills and knowledge required for further study in S4-S6. 

Assessment Approaches
1. Ongoing review of progress in relation to the quantity and quality of visual and written work through teacher-pupil communication and feedback.
2. Regular pupil questioning and discussion to track the understanding of process and the use of art and design terminology.

3. Summative: The overall quality of final folio presentation, including the development and communication of own ideas – unit evaluations with a focus on pupil’s reflective thoughts and opinions. 

Homework

Essays researching and discussing the work of artists and designers are required to develop knowledge and understanding in preparation for written exams in S4.

As part of the Art and Design department “recoveries” process S3 pupils are encouraged to purchase a materials pack that contains a folder, sketchbook, pencils and other materials. The sketchbook includes a list of drawing projects to be completed over the course of the year. These materials also enable the pupils to develop their own interests and work on class projects at home.

Charges: £10 to cover materials including art pack.

Subject:  Business Enterprise

Curriculum Area: Social Studies

The economy and business affects every aspect of society, and understanding how it works is fundamental in turning today’s young entrepreneurs into tomorrow’s business success stories.  Business Enterprise continues the process of developing the skills, knowledge and enterprising attributes that will allow all pupils to make a practical and positive contribution to any organisation regardless future career aspirations.  A large number of College and University courses include business modules, and of course every pupil will work for a business organisation. Pupils will also have the opportunity to develop their own business ideas.
Course outline

Business Enterprise will give pupils the opportunity to run a business, and by developing their business ideas, will help them understand:

· The impact of business on society.
· Why global trade is important, and how it affects us.
· What the economy is, and why it is so important.

· How to finance a business, and financial management skills.

· The impact of modern technologies on how businesses operate.

· How technology and software skills can be used to make effective management decisions.

· The factors that influence the success, or survival, of businesses.

Learning and Teaching Approaches

· Teacher led demonstrations

· Group and individual work

· Research

Homework

You will receive homework on a regular basis.  In addition to written exercises, you could be asked to undertake research/investigation work in preparation for class work or a project.  You may also be required to finish off class work or revise for assessments.
Assessment Approaches

· Teacher and peer observation

· Teacher and peer marking

· Project based assignment

As well as informal assessment throughout the course, more formal assessment, in the form of specific pieces of written or project work, will inform the extent to which each pupil is Developing, Consolidating, or Secure, in each of the Experiences and Outcomes covered in the course.
Progression

Following on from S1/S2 Business & Computing, Business Enterprise will provide a platform of knowledge and skills that will allow pupils to progress towards National 4 Business and National 5 Business Management as well as National 5 Accounting.  Pupils who are more secure in their knowledge at the end of S3 will be able to work towards the National 5. 

Thereafter pupils would be able to progress to Higher and Advanced Higher in S5 or S6.The skills and knowledge developed in this course would also prepare pupils for the National Qualifications in Administration and IT and Computing Science.
Subject: Business Information Technology

Curriculum Area: Technologies

Most jobs today require workers to use ICT skills, and being able to manage and present information is vital to the success of any business.  Business Information Technology will develop real-life skills that are essential in every workplace and valuable to all pupils regardless of ability and future career.

Course Outline

Following on from S1/S2 Business & Computing, pupils who choose Business Information Technology will:

· Further develop ICT skills to complete business tasks and present information.

· Learn how modern technologies have changed the way that businesses operate.

· Study the changes in working practices on businesses, employees and consumers. 

· Develop practical, interpersonal and management skills that can transfer into schoolwork and real work situations.

· Identify how computer equipment and networks support the modern business environment.

· Understand the ethical and social issues associated to new technologies and information handling.

Learning and Teaching Approaches

· Teacher led demonstrations

· Group and Individual work

· Research

Homework

You will receive homework on a regular basis.  In addition to written exercises, you could be asked to undertake research/investigation work in preparation for class work or a project.  You may also be required to finish off class work or revise for assessments.
Assessment Approaches

· Teacher and peer observation

· Teacher and peer marking

· Project based assignment

As well as informal assessment throughout the course, more formal assessment, in form of specific pieces of written or project work, will inform the extent to which each pupil is Developing, Consolidating, or Secure in each of the Experiences and Outcomes covered in the course.

Progression

Business Information Technology will provide a solid platform of knowledge and skills that will allow pupils to progress towards Administration and IT at National 4 and 5 levels in S4.  Pupils more secure in their knowledge at the end of S3 will work towards the National 5 qualification.  Thereafter pupils would be able to progress to Higher and Advanced Higher in S5 or S6.  Some of the skills and knowledge developed in this course would also prepare pupils for the National Qualifications in Business, Business Management, Accounting and Computing Science.
Subject: Computing and Software Development 

Curriculum Area:  Technologies

The Computing and Software Development course builds on the S1/2 Business & Computing course.

Course Outline

On completion of the course you will gain knowledge and practical experience in the following areas:

· Solving problems using a programming language.

· Designing and creating your own game environment, characters and backgrounds.

· Using graphics and animation software.

· Choosing the correct computer system for a given situation.

· How to ensure the safety of your own devices from viruses, malware, hackers, etc and looking at your own personal safety online.

· Making use of ICT to solve problems in different learning contexts. 
Learning and Teaching Approaches
· Teacher lead demonstrations

· Group work

· Individual work

· Research

Homework

You will receive homework on a regular basis.  In addition to written exercises, you could be asked to undertake research/investigation work in preparation for class work or a project.  You may also be required to finish off class work or revise for assessments.
Assessment Approaches

· Teacher and peer observation

· Teacher and peer marking

Practically, you will be assessed on the final product as well as the way in which you solve the problem.  You will also be tested on your understanding of the theory covered in the course.

Progression

In S3 Computing and Software Development is available to all pupils after completing Business & Computing in S1/S2. It can be studied alone or can be complimented with another of the Technologies subjects chosen in one of the elective columns.

In S4/S5/S6 you can choose to do Computing Science at National 4 or National 5 and from there progress to Higher.  

Subject: Design & Manufacture

Curriculum Area: Technologies

Design & Manufacture is an exciting ‘hands-on’ course that will allow you to learn how to design a product starting from initial ideas right through to presenting a solution.  You will learn design techniques and ways to present your ideas clearly and effectively.  You will also be required to manufacture products in the workshop. This course will include the safe use of workshop machinery and tools and will encourage problem solving, independent working and creativity.  If you enjoyed the workshop element of Design & Technology in S1 & S2 this could be the course for you.

This subject may be for you if you are thinking about a career in one of the following industries:

Product Design, Practical Trades such as Joinery or Welding, Construction, Art & Design, and any other career path within which practical problem solving is a beneficial key skill.

Course Outline

During this course you will take part in lots of different activities including:

· Learning how to work safely in a workshop environment.

· Preparing Design Folio sheets, including sketches, research, ideas and evaluations.

· Practical woodwork, metalwork & plastic based manufacture tasks in the workshop.

· The use of specialised tools and equipment.

Charges
A levy of £10 is charged to assist with the provision of resources and materials.

Homework

Homework for this subject may come in the form of researching different ideas, concepts and materials.  You will be required to complete folio sheets and sketches at home, as well as questions on processes and tools.  Revision for end of topic assessments must also be carried out at home.  Homework will be issued on average around one per fortnight.

Assessment Approaches

Teacher/peer and self observations and working project based assignments.

Progression

The course will provide progression to SQA qualifications at National 4 or 5 in Design and Manufacture.

Subject: Drama
Curriculum Area: Expressive Arts

The course will explore how to create interesting dramas and how to best perform these to an audience.  The skills learned in drama, such as creativity, communication and cooperation are important in whatever career you want to pursue. This will be a fun and interesting course.

Course Outline

Along with skills you are familiar with such as improvisation, characterisation, role-play and film making, you will learn about theatre arts such as lighting, sound, costume, make-up, props and set issue that are relevant to you. Theatre trips will be an important part of the course and this will enable you to have an appreciation of professional theatre and give you ideas to take back and use in your own dramas. 

Homework

Homework will be issued every week in Drama.  Homework may comprise of Drama diaries, learning lines or writing character profiles.
Progression

The S3 Drama course will not only be a stand-alone course, but the foundation for Drama courses at National 4 and 5 in the senior phase (S4-6).

Assessment Approaches
Pupils are mainly assessed through teacher observation.  Teachers will observe the practical work of the pupils during the creating ad presenting process as well as use homework and written tasks to support the assessment process.

In Drama there is a strong focus on peer and self evaluation which is also used to support pupil progress and identify targets and next steps for improvement.

Each pupil will be issued with a Personal Learning Plan.  This will be completed at the end of each unit with the assessment outcome for that unit as well as teacher comments, individual targets and next steps  This will be sent home at regular intervals for parents to sign. 

Subject: Engineering Science

Curriculum Area: Technologies

This subject may be for you if you are thinking about a career in one of the following industries:

Engineering, Electronics, Oil, Renewable Energy Production, Science, Mechanics, Construction and the Built Environment.

Course Outline

Engineering Science is a course that will develop technological skills that are relevant to engineering.  As we are living in the oil capital of Europe, this course may especially suit you if you are considering a career in the Oil Industry here in Aberdeen.  You will develop an understanding of key concepts and, perhaps most importantly, the impact that engineering has on our society.  This course brings together elements of science, technology and mathematics and applies these to real world challenges.  You will have the opportunity to explore topics such as electronics, mechanisms, and pneumatics. 

Note: This course will involve challenging mathematical work for example, manipulating equations, working with fractions ad calculating the area of circles.  You should only choose this course if you are very confident in your mathematical ability.  If you are unsure please speak to your Design and Technology teacher.
Homework

Homework for this subject may come in the form of research, completion of calculation practice, problem solving tasks and question worksheets.  Revision for end of topic assessments will also have to be carried out at home.  Homework will be issued on average around once per fortnight. 

Progression

The course will provide progression to SQA qualifications at National 4 or 5 in Engineering Science.
Assessment Approaches 
Teacher/peer and self-observation and marking

Project based assignments

More formal assessment in the form of end of unit tests help inform progress in the Experiences and Outcomes covered in the course.

Charges

A levy of £6 is charged to assist with the provision of resources and materials. 

Subject: English

Curriculum area: Languages

Language and literacy are of personal, social and economic importance. Learners’ ability to use language lies at the centre of the development and expression of their emotions, thinking, learning, and sense of personal identity. 

Course Outline 

The main purpose of the course is to provide learners with the opportunity to develop the skills of listening and talking, reading and writing in order to understand and use language.  As learners develop their literacy skills, they will be able to process information more easily, apply knowledge of language in practical and relevant contexts, and gain confidence to undertake new and more challenging tasks in a variety of situations. 

The course offers learners opportunities to develop and extend a wide range of skills. In particular, the course aims to enable learners to develop the ability to: 

· listen and talk, read and write, as appropriate to purpose, audience and context 

· understand, analyse and evaluate texts, as appropriate to purpose, audience and context 

· create and produce texts, as appropriate to purpose, audience and context 

· plan and research, integrating and applying language skills as appropriate to purpose, audience and context 

· apply knowledge of language 

Progression

Learners in S3 will follow a course designed to prepare them for the demands of National 3, National 4 or National 5, depending on their current progress.  

· Pupils who achieve Level 3 CfE in S3 would move on to National 4 in S4, and could then move on to National 5 in S5 and potentially Higher in S6.

· Pupils who achieve Level 4 CfE in S3 would move on to National 5 in S4, and then potentially Higher in S5, and Advanced Higher in S6.

· In very exceptional circumstances pupils may sit Higher in S4.

· Literacy is a core unit at National 4, but may be taken as a stand-alone unit at National 5.

Homework

The English course at all levels will include homework on a weekly basis.  The types of homework may include:

· Personal reading of books from library.  Pupils will always have personal reading, and this is a key element of language development.  Library visits are fortnightly and all pupils are encouraged to borrow books and read as widely as possible.  Parents/carers can access suggested reading lists from the drop down menus on the school library website - http://dyceacademylibrary.edublogs.org/

· Preparation of assessments such as critical essays, creative and personal essays and talks.

· Reading and close reading questions based on class texts.

· Research of topics, including the use of internet, television, newspapers and other forms of media.

· Grammar and knowledge of language work.
Assessment Approaches

Teacher and peer observation and marking.
Self-assessment.
As well as informal assessment throughout the course, more formal assessment in the form of specific pieces of work will inform the extent to which each pupil is Developing, Consolidating or Secure in each of the Experiences and Outcomes covered in the course.

Subject: Geography 

Curriculum Area: Social Studies

Course Outline

The Geography course in S3 will be very varied.  We will study aspects of human geography, physical geography and the interactions between people and their environment.

Human Geography will include units on:

· Contrasting urban environments

· Industry – change and the effect on the environment

· Farming – from subsistence to commercial farming

Physical Geography will include work on:

· Landscapes – glacial and coastal landforms

· Weather in the UK

· Contrasting climates

Interactions will look at:

· Conflicts in the countryside – identifying and dealing with different demands on the landscape, in the UK, Brazil, Alaska and India.
· Development issues in South Sudan.

Learning and teaching approaches

In class the pupils will work as a class, in groups and as individuals.  Textbook and whiteboard resources will be used.  Map work skills will be taught and used as an integral part of the course.  The course will include local opportunities for fieldwork.

There will be an individual investigation.

Homework

Homework will be set regularly, and pupils will normally be given a week to complete the items.  Homework may involve research, preparation, written work, and learning.

Assessment Approaches
Assessment will be used to track the progress of all of the pupils: this will be done through:

· Regular assessable items   

· Jotter work from class time

· Knowledge and recall tests 

· Investigation

Progression

At the end of S3 any pupil who has studied Geography may choose to continue with Geography or may opt for History or Modern Studies for National 4 and National 5.

Subject: Graphic Communication

Curriculum Area: Technologies

Graphic Communication is all about getting a message to a viewer using creative and effective visual imagery.  This could mean anything from preparing architectural drawings of a house extension to designing an attractive logo for a chocolate bar company.  Choosing the correct colour or correct font style is no easy task and is more important than you might think!  Companies spend millions of pounds every year trying to get the right ‘look’ for their brand.  Graphic Communication is also about accuracy and detail.  If drawings are just a few millimetres out it could mean a lot of wasted time and money in the construction or engineering industry.

This subject may be for you if you are thinking about a career in one of the following industries: 

Graphic Design, Architecture, Product Design, Engineering, Web Design, Computer Game Design, Art & Design, Media, Fashion or any other career where you may have to produce a visual presentation or show creativity.

Course Outline

During the course you will take part in lots of different activities including:

· Manual Drawing, Sketching, Rendering & Modelling

· Reading & Interpretation of Drawings

· Computer Aided Drawing using AutoCAD

· 3D Computer Modelling using Autodesk Inventor.

· Presentation Design

· Use of Adobe Photoshop

Charges
A levy of £6 is charged to assist with the provision of resources and materials.
Homework

Homework for this subject will come in the form of research, sketching and finishing folio pieces.  Revision of drawing types, keywords, and graphic theory will also have to be carried out at home.  Homework will be issued on average around once per fortnight.

The option will be available to purchase a drawing kit for use at home.

Progression

The course will provide progression to SQA qualifications in Graphic Communication at National 4 or 5.
Assessment Approaches
Teacher/peer and self-observation and marking

Project based assignments

More formal assessment in the form of end of unit tests help inform progress in the Experiences and Outcomes covered in the course.

Subject: History 

Curriculum Area: Social Studies

Course Outline

In the History course in S3 you will study:

· World War One including why the war broke out, its impact on those fighting and those left at home in Scotland and Britain, and the consequences of the war.

· A comparison of life in Nazi Germany to life at home in Scotland during the 1930’s.

· Industrial developments which have changed British society focusing on coalmining and railways.

· People who have faced up to and overcome inequality focusing on the actions of the suffragettes in the early 20th century.

· A brief overview of the History of South Sudan.

Learning and teaching approaches

In class the pupils will work as a class, in groups and as individuals.  Textbook and whiteboard resources will be used.  

There will be an individual piece of investigative work.

Homework

Homework will be set regularly, and pupils will normally be given a week to complete the items.  Homework may involve research, preparation, written work, and learning.

Assessment Approaches
Assessment will be used to track the progress of all of the pupils: this will be done through:

· Regular assessable items   

· Jotter work from class time

· Recall tests

· Investigation

Progression

At the end of S3 any pupil who has studied History may choose to continue with History or may opt for Geography or Modern Studies for National 4 and National 5.

Subject: Hospitality 

Curriculum Area: Health and Well Being

This course is suitable for students who are interested in food and cooking and who enjoy being creative with food.  Pupils will acquire knowledge and skills to prepare and create a wide variety of dishes.
This subject may be for you if you are thinking about a career in the food or hospitality industries.  For others this will be an opportunity to develop an appreciation for food and an understanding that practical food preparation is a valuable life skill that will establish life long practices.

Course Outline

The course will provide opportunities for you to:

· Develop your skills in food preparation techniques and cookery processes.

· Use your flair and imagination when presenting dishes.

· Learn how to organise your activities within time allocations.

· Show your creativity in a cake decoration unit.

· Make informed decisions about food for health.

· Develop an understanding of hygienic food handling.

This course will also develop the thinking skills of understanding, applying, analysing and evaluating, aspects of numeracy and skills supporting physical wellbeing.  

Homework

Homework for this subject will come in the form of research and preparation for practical lessons.  

A charge is made towards the cost of ingredients.

£40 per session which may be paid in installments.

Progression 

The course will provide progression to SQA qualifications in Hospitality and Cake Decoration at National 4 or 5.

Assessment Approaches
There will be informal assessment/feedback throughout the course to support progress.  Formal assessment takes the form of end of unit tests and practical assessments.  Tasks can be self/peer or teacher assessed.   
Subject: Child Development

Curriculum Area: Health and Well Being
This course will help develop an understanding of the physical, intellectual social and emotional development of young children.  How children learn through play and how we can encourage them to develop to their full potential.
Course Outline

The course will provide opportunities for you to:

· Investigate the needs ot babies and young children through various activities.

· Observe children in different situations where available.

· Take part in practial food activities where you will prepare healthy meals and snacks for children.

· Look at factors which contribute to the health and safety of babies and young children.

· The responsibilities of parenting.

You will be encouraged to relate what you are learning in class to the wider world and may be given opportunities for direct contact with young children through visits to playgroup/nursery.  You will also be encourged to observe and report on the development of an individual child.

Homework

Homework for this subject will come in the form of research and reports.  

This subject may be of particular value to you if you are considering a career in childcare such as nursery nursing of primary teaching.

Charges
£17 towards the cost of ingredients.

Assessment Approaches
There will be informal assessment/feedback throughout the course to support progress.  Formal assessment takes the form of end of unit tests. 

Subject: Mathematics

Curriculum Area: Mathematics

The course will build on the experiences and outcomes that pupils have encountered in the first two years, ensuring that all level 3 Es & Os are covered as well as level 4 outcomes in the case of more able pupils.  

Course Outline

 The course aims to enable pupils to:-

· develop a secure understanding of the concepts, principles and processes of mathematics and apply these in different contexts, including the world of work and further specialist learning

· engage with more abstract mathematical concepts and develop important new kinds of thinking

· understand the application of mathematics, its impact on our society past and present, and its potential for the future 

· develop essential numeracy skills which will allow them to participate fully in society

· interpret numerical information appropriately and use it to draw conclusions, assess risk, and make reasoned evaluations and informed decisions

· apply skills and understanding creatively and logically to solve problems within a variety of contexts

Pupils cover work across three main areas of study: - Number, Money and Measurement, Shape, Position and Movement and Information Handling.

They will, over the course of S1-3, work on a range of topics including:-  Estimation and Rounding, Number and Number Processes, Factors, Multiples & Primes, Powers & Roots, Fractions, Percentages & Decimals, Ratio & Proportion, Money, Time, Measurement & Scale, Patterns & Relationships, Algebra & Equations, Properties of Shape, Angles, Symmetry, Data and Analysis, and Probability.  Pupils will also learn about the history and importance of mathematics in society and about famous mathematicians.  Problem solving and enquiry and working with others are integral parts of the course.

Resources

The nature of the new curriculum is such that pupils use a variety of different resources such as textbooks, worksheets, websites and interactive software.  As such, it is no longer the case that a pupil completes the vast majority of their course using a single textbook.  We do however aim to ensure that most pupils are issued with a textbook to have available at home for homework and revision as well as to work from in class.  All pupils are issued with jotters and a plastic wallet to protect any resources issued.

Homework

Homework issued will take a variety of forms including:

· questions or an exercise from an issued textbook or worksheet

· internet based exercise, normally through the MyMaths website

· complete work started in class type

· an investigative task or research geared toward any classwork project

· creating loop games or margin games

At present, all pupils in Dyce Academy have individual login details to access the website www.mymaths.co.uk , and teachers regularly issue homework tasks through this.  Homework will normally be reviewed in the next maths lesson and most will be then either self or peer marked.  Homework may also be collected in and formally marked by the teacher.

The typical time allocated to homework in S3 will be between 30 – 90 minutes per week, depending on the level of course being followed by pupils.

Progression

In S3, pupils will follow a mathematics course as a continuation of the new curriculum (CfE) from S1 & 2, beginning and leading into the National 4 or National 5 courses certified at the end of S4.

Assessment Approaches
The approaches to assessment for the course aim to support learning, plan next steps and inform pupils and parents of progress, these include:

· Self-assessment – marking of class-work tasks and homework

· Peer assessment – eg marking another pupil’s lesson starter or a group’s ‘walk about talk about’ poster

· Formative assessment – questioning, observation, discussion of learning activities and use of show me boards

· Formal assessment – Row tests and Progress Checks marked by the teacher with marks recorded

Curriculum Area: Languages

Modern Languages
A modern language is an essential tool to travel and work in today’s global world.  Regardless of the languages you study at school, it will give you the skills to start one at any time in your life and you will learn faster.

All pupils will continue with a modern language in S3. 

Course Outline 

You will develop Listening, Reading, Talking and Writing skills in French or Spanish while studying a range of topics relevant to daily life and working situations in your own country or abroad. 

Homework

You will usually get written homework to reinforce your Reading or Writing skills.  You will be required to learn vocabulary on a regular basis.  You will also revise and practise for Writing and Talking assessments when required.

It is a good idea to use the www.linguascope.com and www.languagesonline.org.uk websites to reinforce the knowledge you have acquired in class.

Progression 

In French you will continue to develop the skills acquired from P7 to S2 and you will study the language in more depth.  You will have the possibility to achieve a qualification at National 4, National 5 or Higher level if continuing with the subject in S4, S5 and S6.

In Spanish you will start from the basics and will also have the possibility to achieve a qualification at National 4, National 5 or Higher level if continuing with the subject in S4, S5 and S6.

Assessment Approaches
In S2 pupils are assessed in the four skills of listening, reading, talking and writing.

They are assessed informally, based on outcomes form classwork and homework.

They are assessed formally at the end of language units in the four skills.  Talking may take the form of a class exercise.  Records of pupils’ writing are kept to assess progress.

Subject: Modern Studies 

Curriculum Area: Social Studies

Course Outline

This course is for those of you who would like to find out more about Modern Studies.  It will differ from Social Subjects in S2 in that the topics will be political and social issues in Scotland and the UK as well as international issues.

The Political Issues studied will be:

· The future of Scotland

· How to use democracy to improve your life

The Social Issues studied will be:

· Crime and the law in Scotland and the UK

· Inequalities in Scotland and the UK

The International Issues studied will be:

· World Powers: the USA
· Terrorism and an option to look at development in Africa

Learning and teaching approaches

In class the pupils will work as a class, in groups and as individuals.  Textbook and whiteboard resources will be used.  Many skills such as interpreting sources will be taught and used as an integral part of the course.  All pupils will undertake an individual investigation.

Homework

Homework will be set regularly, and pupils will normally be given a week to complete the items.  Pupils should expect to do 30 minutes of home study each fortnight. Homework may involve research, preparation, written work, and learning.

Assessment Approaches
Assessment will be used to track the progress of all of the pupils: this will be done through:

· Regular assessable items   

· Jotter work from class time

· Recall tests 

· Investigation

Progression

At the end of S3 any pupil who has studied Modern Studies may choose to continue with this subject in S4 or may opt for Geography or History for National 4 and National 5.

Subject: Music 

Curriculum Area: Expressive Arts

This will be a year to develop the skills you learned in S1/2 and take these skills forward.

Course Outline

The focus of this year will be performing – not only on your 2 solo instruments but also as a class and in small groups. The music will be mainly popular – some arrangements and pieces chosen by your class teacher, some chosen and arranged by you.  You will learn to be a confident performer and be able to organise musical events either by preparing for a live performance or producing works for others. 

Most of these skills will help you to prepare for further musical study in S4, particularly learning to work independently and in groups to create, understand and perform music in a variety of contexts.

In the last term you will be able to focus on one of these activities – performing, arranging, or composition. 

Homework

Every 4 weeks you will research songs/performances/ arrangements and weekly solo practice.

Assessment Approaches
Assessments will predominantly be formative in nature; pupils will discuss their learning intentions and achievements with both staff and peers in order to plan further progression. Weekly entries to record progress, will be in pupil diaries. 

Progression

Based on musical aptitude and work ethic, pupils can progress to National 4 or National 5 in S4.

What will you become? The songwriter, the composer, or the performer. The choice is yours!

Subject: Physical Education – SPORT & GAMES
Curriculum Area: Health and Well Being

This course has practical and theory elements.  Pupils will be taught theory in a classroom as well as in the practical environment.  There is a clear and strong expectation to bring full PE kit, including our red PE t-shirt, to all practical lessons.  Failure to do so will be seen as a failure to engage with the course overall.  

Course Outline

 The course is based on the following 3 units of work:

1. Performance Skills

Pupils will learn how to select, use, demonstrate and adapt skills, make decisions and extend their knowledge of how skills in performance combine to produce effective outcomes. Pupils will develop some consistency in their control and fluency. They will also learn how to respond to and meet the physical demands of performance in a safe and effective way.
2. Factors Impacts on Performance

Pupils will develop their knowledge of the factors that impact on performance in physical activities.  They will consider how social, emotional, mental and physical factors can influence effectiveness in performance. Alongside this, pupils will develop knowledge of methods for enhancing performance. This knowledge will help to develop their ability to plan for, monitor and reflect on performance development.
3. Physical Education Performance – Value Added Unit

Evidence for this unit will be generated through a performance in which the learner will apply knowledge and skills from across the units. The context of assessment will allow pupils to experience a more competitive or demanding performance environment, such as a tournament or competition.

These units of work will be taught through a selection of the following activities:

	Basketball
	Indoor Hockey
	Handball

	Badminton
	Short Tennis
	Fitness

	Gymnastics
	Swimming
	Softball

	Volleyball
	Frisbee
	Rounders


Homework

Homework will be set on a weekly basis and a record of homework completed will be monitored closely. 

Assessment Approaches
Activities will be assessed during each block of work in accordance with the Curriculum For Excellence Experiences and Outcomes.  Assessments will take place in all activities where pupils will select and apply a range of performance skills, demonstrate body and spatial awareness, display control and fluency, demonstrate use of tactics, make appropriate decisions and adaptations, and demonstrate consistency of performance skills.  Evidence for these units will include one or more of the following in the activities taught: video evidence, observation of skills recorded, oral responses and photographic evidence.

Progression

Pupils can progress on to PE National 4 or 5 and then onto Higher Physical Education.

Subject: Physical Education – CREATIVE & AESTHETIC

Curriculum Area: Health and Well Being
This course has practical and theory elements.  Pupils will be taught theory in a classroom as well as in the practical environment.  There is a clear and strong expectation to bring full PE kit, including our red PE t-shirt, to all practical lessons.  Failure to do so will be seen as a failure to engage with the course overall.  
Course Outline

The course is based on the following 3 units of work:

1. Performance Skills

Pupils will learn how to select, use, demonstrate and adapt skills, make decisions and extend their knowledge of how skills in performance combine to produce effective outcomes. Pupils will develop some consistency in their control and fluency. They will also learn how to respond to and meet the physical demands of performance in a safe and effective way.

2. Factors Impacting on Performance

Pupils will develop their knowledge of the factors that impact on performance in physical activities.  They will consider how social, emotional, mental and physical factors can influence effectiveness in performance. Alongside this, pupils will develop knowledge of methods for enhancing performance. This knowledge will help to develop their ability to plan for, monitor and reflect on performance development.

3. Physical Education Performance – Value Added Unit

Evidence for this unit will be generated through a performance in which pupils will apply knowledge and skills from across the units. The context of assessment will allow pupils to experience a more competitive or demanding performance environment, such as a tournament or competition.

These units of work will be taught through a selection of the following activities:

	Dance (various styles)
	Gymnastics (floor)

	Trampolining
	Gymnastics (apparatus)

	Synchronised Swimming
	Rounders

	Softball
	Netball


Assessment Approaches
Activities will be assessed during each block of work in accordance with the Curriculum For Excellence Experiences and Outcomes.  Assessments will take place in all activities where pupils will select and apply a range of performance skills, demonstrate body and special awareness, display control and fluency, demonstrate use of tactics, make appropriate decisions and adaptations, and demonstrate consistency of performance skills.  Evidence for these units will include one or more of the following in the activities taught: video evidence, observation of skills recorded, oral responses and photographic evidence.

Homework

Homework will be set on a weekly basis and a record of homework completed will be monitored closely. 

Progression

Pupils can progress on to PE National 4 or 5 and then onto Higher Physical Education.

Subject: Photography 

Curriculum Area: Expressive Arts

This course offers the opportunity for pupils to develop a range of photographic skills, while gaining experience in both digital and traditional film methods including darkroom and computer image manipulation. It is open to pupils who have an interest in photography, access to a digital camera and may be keen to undertake further study at higher in S5-6.

Course Outline

The course includes an introduction to basic camera techniques, and a practical project that is based on a personal approach to a specific area of photography such as: camera techniques, a chosen theme, image manipulation, the darkroom or a negotiated topic.

The course will focus on the development of practical, thinking and literacy skills with evidence of relevant research and planning, as well as, supported and informed analysis and opinion on their own and others’ work.

Assessment and Homework

Each pupil will produce and present a portfolio that will contain a minimum of 6 final images and relevant coursework.  

Each pupil will be required to take photos in their own time, and this will form the majority of homework tasks. 

Progression

Suitability for the Higher course will be based on this assessment (where relevant), previous experience and enthusiasm, as well as, the minimum level of English required to undertake the course:

S5/6 pupils – Higher 

Charges

There will a charge of £12 to cover film, paper, ink and chemical costs.

Assessment Approaches
1. Ongoing review of progress in relation to the quantity and quality of visual and written work through teacher-pupil communication and feedback.

2. Regular pupil questioning and discussion to track the understanding of process and the use of art and design terminology.

3. Summative: The overall quality of final folio presentation, including the development and communication of own ideas – unit evaluations with a focus on pupil’s reflective thoughts and opinions. 

Curriculum Area: Sciences 

Course outline

The purpose of S3 Science is to continue developing learners’ curiosity, interest and enthusiasm in a range of contexts within their chosen Science(s). The skills of scientific inquiry and investigation are integrated and developed throughout the course(s). The relevance of science is highlighted by the study of the applications of science in everyday contexts. 
The learners will build upon their level 3 experiences and outcomes and progress through level 4 for preparation of National 4 or National 5.

Course Units:

Biology:

Cells, Microbes, Genetics, Biodiversity and Life on Earth.

Chemistry:

Properties and Uses of Substances, Earth’s Materials and Chemical Changes.

Physics:

Forces, Electricity, Waves and the Electromagnetic Spectrum.

Assessment Approaches
Each unit within the chosen subject area(s) will have a formal assessment. In addition, learners will draw on, extend and apply the skills they have learned during the course in the form of: practical investigations, research based assignments, short essays and presentations. These will require demonstration of the breadth of skills, knowledge and understanding acquired from across the Units and how they can be applied in unfamiliar contexts and/or integrated ways. They will be assessed by a mixture of Teacher and peer marking. 
The Assessments will inform the extent to which each pupil is Developing, Consolidating or Secure in each of the Experiences and Outcomes covered by the course.

Homework

Homework will be issued approximately fortnightly and tasks will range from practice problems or questions, research based assignments and practical report writing.

Progression

Progression will be to SQA National 4 or National 5 in Biology, Chemistry or Physics as appropriate based on recommendations from the range of evidence.

Subject: Sports Leaders (Level 1 /  Level 2)

Curriculum Area: Health and Well Being

Sports Leaders UK provides nationally recognised leadership awards and qualifications that help learners develop essential life skills such as organisation, motivation, communication and working with others. 

This course is designed to develop generic leadership skills that can be applied to a variety of sports and/or recreational situations as well as contributing to the personal development of the learner.  

Within this course learners don't need to be sports stars; instead an interest in their chosen activity, a positive attitude, along with a willingness to work with and lead while motivating groups throughout the course are the criteria for success in this course.

There is a clear and strong expectation that learners will bring full PE kit, including our red PE t-shirt, to all practical lessons.  

Course Outline

Pupils will be taught units of work including: 

· Plan, Lead and Review a Sport or Activity

· Develop Leadership Skills

· Lead activities that promote a Healthy Lifestyle

· Fair play in Sport

· The Role of the Official

· Opportunities in Sport & Recreation

This is a practical course and all pupils will complete a folio of written work.

Assessment Approaches
Assessment is made upon a learner's ability to lead and demonstrate their leadership skills within a specific setting. 

Homework

Homework will be set on a weekly basis and a record of homework completed will be monitored closely.  Failure to do so will be seen as a failure to engage with the course overall.

Progression

Progression from this course includes Sports Leaders Level 2 and Community Sport Leaders Award.
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